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‘WE’RE NOT IN RETREAT’

Maternity Care Center gets temporary ease
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — UNC Chatham Hospi-
tal assembled a task force of  36 commu-
nity members and hospital stakehold-
ers in August to investigate solutions 
for the Maternity Care Center, which 
at the time was facing major staffing 
issues and was in danger of  closing. 

UNC Health gave that task force 60 
days to come up with solutions and op-
tions to ensure the long-term viability 
of  the center. On Monday, just before 
the end of  those 60 days — which would 
have been next Thursday — task force 
members shared their findings with 

UNC Health executives in a meeting at 
Central Carolina Community College. 

After recommendations were shared, 
UNC Health executives said they would 
sort through the task force’s work 
and implement three to five of  them 
beginning in January. The task force 
will then reconvene in six months to 
evaluate the implementation of  those 
recommendations. 

“Six months is really gracious from 
a health-care perspective,” Audrea 
Caesar, diversity, equity and inclusion 
officer for UNC Health, said at Mon-
day’s meeting. “We’re excited to see 
what happens in that range and the 
nine to 12-month range. I think things 

are on the up and up.”

Short-term relief
The decision is a temporary sigh of  

relief  for the MCC after uncertainty 
caused a community petition that 
gained more than 360 signatures last 
week. The ability to make that decision 
comes down to two things: staffing and 
patient volume.

The task force was formed due to 
nursing shortages, but at Monday’s 
meeting, Eric Wolak, chief  nursing 
officer for Chatham Hospital, said the 
MCC is now at full staff. Half  the staff 

A CCS Nutritional Services 
employee is serving up inspiration 
Nathan Allred 
hopes to open 
doors for other 
Chatham EC 

students 
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Before 
the morning buses arrive at 
Margaret B. Pollard Middle 
School, Nathan Allred is 
already preparing. He’s ar-
ranging pizza ingredients for 
lunchtime, packing breakfast 
trays for students and mak-
ing sure everything in the 
kitchen is in the right place.

Allred, 19, was hired by 
Chatham County Schools 
Nutrition Services in Octo-
ber, but his impact goes far 
beyond the food he gives to 
students. As a graduate of  
CCS’s Exceptional Children 
(EC) program, Allred said 
he hopes to pave the way for 
other EC students to become 
employed and help the 
school system.

Nathan, who’s autistic, 
said some tasks in the 
kitchen can be especially 
agitating or challenging, 
but he’s not letting those 
challenges stand in the way 
of  putting a smile on the 
faces of  students at break-
fast and lunchtime in the 
cafeteria. 

More than a meal
Nathan isn’t the only one 

in his family who works for 
CCS Nutritional Services. 
His younger sister Kaley, 
18, and his mother Kristie, 
45, are also employees of  
the district: Kaley is the 
food services manager at 
Chatham Grove Elementary 
School and Kristie is the 
manager at Pollard. 

His family members said 
they were able to ease the 
transition into the workforce 
for Nathan because they know 
his boundaries. For example, 

Nathan technically works as 
a substitute for Nutritional 
Services so that he can have 
more flexible hours and work 
where his family members 
are. He spends most of his 
time at Pollard, but knowing 
his limits allows him to take 
time off when he needs it.

“It takes me some time to 
get used to things,” Nathan 
said. He currently works 
a set schedule from 6 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 

switching between Pollard 
and Chatham Grove.  

But this isn’t Nathan’s 
first experience in food 
service. Prior to being hired 
by the district, he worked at 
Dry Dock Seafood in Siler 
City while he was still in 
school — it was there he 
learned the ropes of  ser-
vice. After he graduated 
last spring, though, he said 
he wanted to work with his 

Staff photo by Ben Rappaport

Three members of the Allred family — Kaley (left), Nathan (center) and Kristie 
(right) — work in Chatham County Schools Nutritional Services. They all say they 
enjoy putting a smile on kids faces as they walk through the cafeteria. 

Across county, 
respiratory 

illnesses 
increase

‘Very high prevalence’ 
has health experts 

urging caution 

CN+R Staff Report

Winter’s accompaniments — mixed 
in with increasingly cold weather and 
a festive Christmas holiday season — 
include three respiratory illnesses: the 
flu, RSV and COVID.

“This can strain healthcare resourc-
es, particularly hospital capacity, 
while being a threat especially to the 
most vulnerable,” said Mike Zelek, 
the director of  the Chatham County 
Public Health Department. “We have 
already been seeing some of  this. We 
continue to promote vaccination, both 
COVID boosters and flu shots. Our 
clinic in Siler City offers both free of  
charge, including to those without 
insurance.”

Johnsie Hubble, the infection pre-
ventionist at Chatham Hospital, said 
the hospital has seen admissions for 
all three — and that the most recent 
numbers from tests done in the hos-
pital’s lab “shows a very high prev-
alence of  Influenza and RSV in our 
local communities, compared to most 
normal years at this time, and even 
higher than we usually see during 
peak flu season prior to COVID-19.” 

COVID-19 is still being spread in our 
communities, she said, but at lower 
levels than this past summer and last 
January. But seasonal flu activity is el-
evated across the country, she added.

GEARING UP FOR HOLIDAYS, ‘FROZEN’

JMArts presents Holiday 
Concert series 

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — ‘Tis the season 
for joy and fellowship, and 
JMArts is preparing to kick 
off the holidays with its 
annual seasonal concert 
series. 

The Jordan-Mat-
thews-based performing 
arts organization is hav-
ing a historic season, with 
the group recently becoming 
the only high-school perform-
ing arts club in North Carolina to 
receive the rights to produce Disney’s 
“Frozen: the Broadway Musical,” based 
on the animated blockbuster 2013 film 

of  the same name.
“Frozen” is the story of  two sisters — 

Elsa and Anna — who are princesses. 
Elsa has magical powers to freeze 

objects and people, which she 
can’t control. After inherit-

ing the throne, Elsa flees, 
which causes the king-
dom to become frozen in 
an eternal winter, almost 
killing Anna. She must 
sacrifice and demonstrate 

true love to save the king-
dom.
“We are planning on early 

December 2023,” JMArts director 
Rose Pate said about “Frozen” show 

Siler City fined $36K  
for polluted waterways

BY LISA SORG
N.C. Policy Watch

SILER CITY — Siler City, whose 
chronic water quality violations have 
cost taxpayers $239,000 over the past 
six years, has been penalized another 
$36,000 by state regulators, recent 
documents show.

The first penalty, for $20,000 stems 
from violations that occurred in May 
2022. That’s when Siler City’s waste-
water treatment plant discharged 
total nitrogen, which includes nitrites 
and ammonia, at levels 159% above 
permitted limits into Loves Creek, 
a tributary of  the Rocky River. The 
source of  the nitrogen and ammonia 
is the Mountaire poultry slaughter 
plant, which sends its wastewater to 

the plant in western Chatham County.
Facility operators also failed to 

properly monitor discharge entering 
the plant for nitrogen and iron.

Half  of  the penalty amount was for 
“failing to mitigate conditions” at the 
plant that allowed the violations to 
occur, according to a letter sent by the 
N.C. Dept. of  Environmental Quality 
on Dec. 1.

DEQ fined Siler City another $16,000 
for exceeding nitrogen limits in June 
2022, and, as occurred in May, for fail-
ure to mitigate plant conditions.

In just the last two years, DEQ has 
fined Siler City more than $154,000 
related to these and other violations. 
The plant has been designated by the 
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Every newborn gets a onesie that 
says ‘I got my first hug at Chatham’ 
in English or Spanish.
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• Events are subject to change based 
on closures related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with organizers prior 
to events.

ON THE AGENDA
• The Chatham County Board of Edu-
cation will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Dec. 12, at the George Moses Horton 
Middle School multipurpose room.
• The Pittsboro Board of Commission-
ers will meet at 7 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 
12, at the Chatham County Agriculture 
& Conference Center. The commission-
ers are also scheduled to have a special 
meeting at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 13 to 
hear a presentation from engineering 
firm Freese & Nichols regarding the po-
tential wastewater and water capacity 
merger with the city of  Sanford. 

OTHER
• Siler City’s City Hall is currently 
under renovation. The 1st and 2nd 
floors are closed to the public. The 
Planning and Community Development 
Department is located in the basement 
and can be accessed through the far left 
door facing E. 3rd St. Parking available: 
100 block of  E. 3rd St.
• The Chatham Soil & Water Conser-
vation District Board of Supervisors 
will meet on Thursday, December 8th, 
at Haley Bales Steakhouse, 220 E 11th 
St, Siler City, NC 27344. All meetings are 
open to the public. To be added to the 
agenda or for more information, please 
call (919) 545-8440.
• The Chatham Chamber of Com-
merce is announcing the Siler City 
Christmas Parade to be held Thursday, 
December 8 at 7 p.m. with the theme: 

Christmas: Past, Present and Future. 
This will be down S. Chatham Avenue 
from 4th Street  and North Chatham 
Avenue to Chandler Concrete (804 S. 
Chatham Avenue), Siler City.   
• On Saturday December 10 from 2 - 6 
p.m., the Silk Hope Ruritans will have 
their 3rd annual Ruritan Country 
Christmas with Santa and kids give-
aways. There will be lots of  things for 
kids to do at 4221 Silk Hope Road.
• Mt. Vernon Masonic Lodge #143 
will hold its Stated Communication on 
Tuesday, December 20, with a meal at 
6:30 p.m., and the meeting at 7:30. All 
Master Masons are welcome. 185 Bon-
lee/Bennett Rd., Bonlee.  
• On Saturday Dec. 10, from 2: to 3:30, 
families with children in grades K-8 
are invited to hike the lower Haw 
River State Natural Area and learn 
about the EcoEXPLORE Program, a 
citizen science program for kids in 
grades K-8. Developed by The North 
Carolina Arboretum, the program 
encourages kids to explore the natural 
world, record their observations with 
phones or tablets, and submit them to 
the ecoEXPLORE website. Kids learn 
about what they are seeing, contribute 
to the iNaturalist database, and can 
earn badges and great prizes. The 
Lower Haw River State Natural Area 
has been designated a Hotspot for the 
program. Our hike leader, from the 
NC Museum of  Natural Sciences, will 
explain what it means to be a citizen 
scientist, how to participate in ecoEX-
PLORE, and then lead a short hike to 
practice making scientific observa-
tions. The outing will start at the old 
Bynum Mill parking area off Bynum 

Church Road. (NOT the parking lot by 
the bridge). Join the Friends of  Lower 
Haw River SNA for an afternoon of  
fun and learning!  RSVP to this link. 
Questions and RSVPs may also be 
sent to Lowerhawevents@gmail.com. 
Directions: From US 15-501, turn onto 
Durham-Eubanks Road. If  coming 
from Pittsboro headed north, it will 
be a right turn after crossing the Haw 
River. If  coming from Chapel Hill 
headed south, it will be a left turn 
before crossing the Haw River. Follow 
Durham-Eubanks Road to the stop 
sign. Go straight across Bynum Road 
and head uphill on Bynum Church 
Road. Follow Bynum Church Road 
uphill and around the curve past the 
Methodist Church, then downhill to 
the State Parks paved parking lot at 
the bottom of  the hill on the right. 
Turn right into the paved parking lot.
• Chatham Community Library pres-
ents a virtual film screening of  “Defiant 
Lives.” In recognition of  Universal 
Human Rights Month in December, 
Chatham Community Library will host 
a virtual film screening of  Defiant Lives 
(2017). This program is free and avail-
able to the public. WHAT: Virtual Film 
Screening: Defiant Lives; WHEN: Thurs-
day, December 8 – Thursday, December 
15 --  WHERE: Virtual Program (see reg-
istration details below) -- WHO: Defiant 
Lives is a triumphant film that traces 
the origins of  the world-wide disability 
rights movement. It tells the stories of  
the individuals who bravely put their 
lives on the line to create a better world 
where everyone is valued and can par-
ticipate. Featuring interviews and rarely 
seen archival footage, the film reveals 

how these activists fought to live outside 
of  institutions, challenged the stigmas 
and negative image of  disability por-
trayed by the media, demanded access 
to public transportation, and battled 
to reframe disability rights as a social 
responsibility relevant to us all.
• Jordan-Matthews presents a Cal-
endar of Joyful Arts Performances, 
beginning with ALMOST, MAINE, 
Friday and Saturday, December 9 and 
10, at 7 p.m. Welcome to Almost, Maine, 
a town that’s so far north, it’s almost 
not in the United States — it’s almost 
in Canada. And it almost doesn’t exist. 
Because its residents never got around 
to getting organized. So it’s just …  Al-
most. Written by John Cariani, “Almost, 
Maine” is regularly one of  the most-pro-
duced full-length plays in high schools 
nationwide. JM’s production is directed 
by Sawyer Shafer, Mylie Cardman, 
Andrey Ureña-Seceña, Jeffery Davis 
Chay and Isabella Palacios. Admission 
is $3 per person or $5 for two people. 2. 
HOLIDAY BAND CONCERT, Monday, 
December 12 at 7 p.m.  JM celebrates 
the season with the annual holiday 
band concert under the direction of  J.C. 
Harper. Admission is free; donations of  
nonperishable food items for the West 
Chatham Food Pantry and donations 
of  any amount to JMArts are grate-
fully accepted. 3. HOLIDAY CHORAL 
CONCERT, Wednesday, December 14 at 
7 p.m. J.M celebrates the season with the 
annual holiday choral concert under the 
direction of  Elliott Peterson. Admission 
is free; donations of  nonperishable food 
items for the West Chatham Food Pantry 
and donations of  any amount to JMArts 
are gratefully accepted. 
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To achieve your financial security, and 
that of your family, you will need to create 
a comprehensive strategy. But for this 
strategy to succeed, you’ll need to guard it 
from various challenges – and that means 
you’ll need to build in different layers of 
protection.
    What are these challenges – and what 
types of protection can be used to defend 
against them? Consider the following:
    • Challenge #1: Protecting your ability 
to reach your goals –  To achieve your 
long-term goals, such as a comfortable 
retirement, you’ll need to build adequate 
financial resources. And that means you’ll 
need to create an investment portfolio that’s 
suitable for your objectives, risk tolerance 
and time horizon. And you’ll need to 
keep your long-term goals in mind when 
adjusting your portfolio during times of 
volatility. 
    • Challenge #2: Protecting your family’s 
future if you’re not around – Hopefully, 
you will live a long life and always be around 
to support your family. But the future is 
not ours to see – and if something were 
to happen to you, how would your family 
cope? Their chances could be much better 
if you have adequate life insurance. Proper 
coverage could help pay off your mortgage, 
pay for your children’s higher education and 
allow your family to continue its lifestyle.  
    • Challenge #3: Protecting your income 
should you become temporarily disabled 
– If you were to become ill or temporarily 
disabled and could not work for a while, the 
disruption in your income could jeopardize 
your family’s living situation, or, at the least, 
lead to an inability to pay bills in a timely 
fashion. To protect against this threat, you 
may want to consider adding disability 
insurance. Your employer may offer a 
short-term disability policy as an employee 
benefit, but it may be insufficient, either in 

duration or in amount of coverage, so you 
might want to look at a private policy.
    • Challenge #4: Protecting your long-
term investments from short-term needs 
– Life is full of unexpected expenses – a 
major car repair, a new furnace, a large bill 
from the dentist, and so on. If you did not 
have the money available to deal with these 
costs, you might be forced to dip into your 
long-term investments, such as your IRA or 
401(k). Taking money from these accounts 
earlier than you intended could incur taxes 
and penalties, and, even more importantly, 
could reduce the amount of money you have 
available for retirement. To help protect these 
investments from short-term needs for cash, 
try to build an emergency fund containing 
three to six months’ worth of living expenses, 
with the money kept in cash or a liquid 
account.
    • Challenge #5: Protecting your financial 
independence – You would probably do all 
you could to avoid ever becoming a burden 
to your grown children – which is why it’s 
so important to maintain your financial 
independence throughout your life. One 
potential threat to this independence is the 
need for some type of long-term care, such as 
an extended nursing home stay, which can be 
extremely expensive. A financial professional 
can suggest protection strategies to help you 
prepared for these types of costs.
   It can be challenging to keep your financial 
strategy intact – so do whatever it takes to 
protect it.  

Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. 
You should consult your attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Add layers of protection to financial strategy



dates. “As soon as we 
have finalized those 
dates, we’ll be putting it 
on the JMArts website 
in advance so that people 
can put that on their 
calendar.”

The award of  the 
rights to “Frozen” was 
announced by Education-
al Theatre Association, 
Music Theatre Interna-
tional and Disney Theat-
rical Group, companies 
responsible for Frozen 
productions worldwide. 

The competition for 
the rights — The United 
States of  “Frozen”: Love 
Is an Open Door — of-
fered one school in each 
U.S. state and territo-
ry to be the first-ever 
school productions of  
Frozen anywhere in the 
world. The prize package 
included exclusive, free 
rights to produce three 
performances, a free 
digital script, score and 
orchestrations, and a free 
video license.

Pate — a recently 
retired Jordan-Matthews 
teacher — said students 
involved in JMArts were 
ecstatic to hear their pro-
gram had been selected 
to participate in the debut 
school productions of  the 
stage version of  the hit 
film.

“We asked all the stu-
dents that were in theater 
or that were planning to 
do theater to come down 
to the auditorium [after 
we won],” Pate recalled. 
“When we mentioned 
Disney, there was a 
gasp that went up in the 
auditorium. Then when 

we got to telling them it 
was ‘Frozen,’ they were 
jumping up and down 
and screaming.”

Pate said she and other 
performing arts instruc-
tors are waiting to receive 
some of  the necessary 
materials — such as 
music scores, scripts and 
more — before they begin 
the process of  selecting 
dates for the highly antic-
ipated show. 

Pate said the company 
in charge of  Frozen’s 
licensing, Music Theatre 
International, is hop-
ing to do a promotion 
program for the Love is 
an Open Door initiative, 
so she hopes they will re-
ceive the materials soon. 

“They want to put 
together a big video of  
students from all the 
different ‘Frozen’ schools 
singing parts of  ‘Let It 
Go,’” Pate said, referring 
to the Academy and 
Grammy award-winning 
hit song which became 
one of  the world’s 
top-charting singles of  
2014. “And so we’re gon-
na be very excited to par-
ticipate in that whenever 
we get those materials.”

Holiday showcases
While the magical land 

of  Arendelle won’t come 
to Jordan-Matthews 
until next year, there will 
be a taste of  Frozen in 
JMArts’ Holiday Chorus 
concert on Dec. 14. 

Students will be paying 
homage to the tale of  
sisterly love with a choral 
arrangement of  the 
Vuelie — a Scandinavian 
choral chant — from the 
opening of  the musical.

“That will feature our 
vocal music students 

… doing some holi-
day-themed songs, and 
we’ll have at least one 
number by the Golden 
Taverns, which is our 
acapella group,” Pate 
said. “That’ll be a lot of  
fun.”

The annual Holiday 
Concert series is taking 
place throughout this 
month, with the first 
event — a dance team 
showcase — having taken 
place last Saturday. The 
Winter Dance Showcase 
marked a return of  dance 
programs to Jordan-Mat-
thews for the first time 
in “a very long time,” 
according to Pate.

Almost, Maine
On Dec. 9 and 10, 

JMArts theater students 
will be putting on a 
production of  “Almost, 
Maine” — a romantic 
comedy play produced 
by many high-school 
theater companies in 
the U.S. This will be the 
company’s first theat-
rical production of  the 
year, with the second 
production — “Shrek The 
Musical” — happening in 
the spring. 

“In each scene, there 
are two characters and 
they’re all in different 
stages of  their relation-
ships, with some of  the 
scenes directed by stu-
dents,” Pate said. “We’re 
very much looking 
forward to that.”

Students were able 

to take the reins on a 
lot of  the preparations 
for the play, Pate said. 
Some Spanish-speaking 
students have dedicated 
time to develop a way to 
provide real-time trans-
lations via headsets for 
families in attendance 
who would need it. 

“We think it’s very cool 
that all of  our families 
will be able to come and 
enjoy,” Pate said. “They 
[students] have taken the 
lead on the sets, the cos-
tumes, the lighting, and … 
they’re going to provide 
Spanish translation.”

Concerts, 
performances and 
more

On Monday, Dec. 12, 
the JMArts Concert Band 
will be hosting its annual 
Holiday Band Concert, 
which will include a few 
pieces played by student 
guitarists, as well as from 
the concert band itself. 

“  Some of  our perfor-
mance pieces are asso-
ciated traditionally with 
the season while some of  
them are associated or 
hear like winter celebra-
tion,” Pate said. 

The last event will take 
place on Wednesday, Dec. 
14 — the Holiday Chorus 
concert. Choral students 
will put on a show filled 
with classic carols, 
including the annual tra-
dition of  inviting JMArts 
alumni to sing the Carol 
of  the Bells with current 
students. 

At both the band and 
chorus concerts, JMArts 
will be accepting dona-
tions for the Western 
Chatham Food Pantry. 

“Another one of  the 
big things we’ll be doing 
at the chorus concert is 
we’ll be drawing the prize 
winners for the JMArts 
raffle for the Arts, which 
is our big fall fundraiser,” 
Pate said. 

When the holiday 
season wraps, the focus 
will be on “Shrek The 
Musical,” which Pate said 
has one of  the largest 
casts she has seen during 
her time at Jordan-Mat-
thews. 

“We have a cast of  43, 
which is huge,” she said. 
“We’ll also have an actual 
choreographer, so we’ll 
have a dance ensemble 
and everything … all the 
characters will dance at 
some point, it will have 
such dedicated dance 
ensembles … working 
with that will be a whole 
lot of  fun.”

Pate said all of  these 
events and shows help 
contribute to JMArts’ 
overall mission to make 
the arts — from dance to 
theatre to band — acces-
sible to all students who 
want to participate. 

“You just open the 
door, you provide the 
opportunity, and they 
have been eager to step 
through,” Pate said. “I 
really credit all of  our 
staff with providing a 
welcoming, accepting 
space for our kids, so 
that they can really be 
free to learn and col-
laborate, take risks and 
support each other. That 
climate is, I think, one 
of  the big reasons that 
kids are drawn to the 
performing arts — they 
want to be a part of  
that.”

Tickets and informa-
tion on JMArts can be 
found on its website at 
https://www.jmarts.org/.

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @HeedenTay-
lor.
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EPA as a “significant non-com-
plier.” The plant has logged 
more than 80 violations since 
2019.

Siler City’s inability to rein 
in its pollutants jeopardizes its 

economic opportunities. DEQ 
has already imposed a statuto-
ry moratorium on new sewer 
hookups until regulators de-
termine the plant can handle 
the additional demand.

And the load is coming: In 
September, on the same day 
that Wolfspeed announced 
it would build a new silicon 

carbide factory in Siler City, 
bringing with it 1,800 new jobs, 
the town applied with DEQ for 
a Special Order by Consent, 
also known as an SOC.

SOCs are legal agreements 
between the state and a facility 
that can’t meet their permit 
requirements. Under an SOC, 
a facility is still required to 

eventually comply, but is often 
given additional time to do so, 
with benchmarks along the 
way.

Before an SOC is issued, 
state regulators must open a 
public comment period; that 
has not occurred.

The town also asked DEQ to 
lift the moratorium to accom-

modate Wolfspeed, which 
would discharge wastewater 
to the plant. Improvements 
to the facility are 18 months 
behind schedule but should 
be complete by January 
2025. DEQ is reviewing the 
town’s request but has not 
announced whether it would 
grant it.

POLLUTION
Continued from page A1

Courtesy of JMArts

Dancers from last week’s JMArts dance showcase put on a show for 
families. The event marked the beginning of JMArts’ holiday shows. 

Courtesy of JMArts

JMArts’ concert band performs in a previous annual Holiday Concert. This 
year’s event will be on Monday, Dec. 12. 

CONCERTS
Continued from page A1

Courtesy of JMArts

Students during last year’s choral concert were adorned in Christmas 
colors. This year’s event is set to take place on Wednesday, Dec. 14.  



Falling leaves bring up pleasure 
found in trees

There has been, it seems to me, 
an unusually large crop of  leaves 
in my yard this year. Or maybe it’s 
that I don’t rake like once upon a 
time, mainly due to sore shoulders 
and weak knees, and many are still 
around.

Either way, there have been quite a 
few hitting the ground … and they’re 
not done yet.

There are lots of  trees around our 
place. Guess that’s what happens 

when you live in the woods or what used to be woods, 
and you saved right many of  the trees when you carved 
out a place for a house.

I’m a big fan of  trees — not to the point that I can’t 
cut one if  necessary but basically, I like them a lot. One 
reason it doesn’t bother me all that much to cut one, un-
less it’s a 200-year-old oak, is that trees are renewable. 
Cut one; plant one. I know, I know — it takes several 
years to get the new one up to where the old one was 
but still, you can replace them.

Try doing that with a dinosaur that’s laid around 
long enough to change into an oil deposit.

There are, however, two sides to the tree question — 
one good, one not so good.

When Hurricane Fran came calling in 1996, I wished 
we didn’t have any. (It just dawned on me there are peo-
ple living today, driving even or maybe graduating from 
high school who weren’t even living when Fran came 
along and that event is still fresh in my mind.)

The combination that night of  the howling winds 
snapping trees in its fury and then waiting in the dark 
with bated breath to learn where they would fall was 
something I don’t ever need to experience again. The 
next morning revealed the significant clean-up job 
ahead of  us, and after several weeks of  tree cutting and 
limbing and brush hauling it would have been OK with 
me never to see a tree again. Condo living was starting 
to look good.

Off and on since that time, there have been a few 
other issues with trees. Sometimes one will fall on a 
pasture fence and there will be the “Great Livestock 
Escape.” There’s a big pile of  two-year-old leaves on top 

of  my house I haven’t figured out how to remove yet 
since the tin roof  is steeper than I want to dance across, 
but I’d like them gone for the look and to get the acid in 
the leaves off the tin.

But then there’s the good side. In the summer it’s 10 
to 15 degrees cooler in our yard than out on the high-
way in front of  the house, at least it seems that way to 
me, and the utility company people say the shade is 
good for you — and your light bill.

If  there’s any wind the limbs and leaves will pick it 
up and send the comforting breeze across your troubled 
brow — good stuff while sitting in the shade with a Pep-
si or glass of  tea. It’s certainly cheaper than an hour 
with a shrink. And then there’s just the look — big 
ol’ trees with lots of  limbs and leaves just look better 
than one that’s recently been topped and stands naked 
against the sky. And the colors in September and Octo-
ber are breathtaking.

And even the autumn disposal of  leaves has its good 
points. I may be contributing to global warming, al-
though many folks are still not sure that’s going on one 
way or the other, but I like to smell the smoke. I don’t 
like it when it gets in your eyes and nose, but I do like 
it when it penetrates your ol’ work jacket and you take 
that in the house and hang it up in the utility room and 
when you walk by it still smells like outdoors.

Youngsters still jump into piles of  leaves and I like to 
see that. I don’t jump myself  anymore; the ground has 
gotten too close to the top of  the pile through the years, 
but I have fond memories. And the leaves make good 
places for the dogs to lie around during the day and at 
night if  it’s not cold enough to get inside the well-pad-
ded and insulated doggy motel.

I’m pretty sure Joyce Kilmer’s line is still correct: 
“Poems (or columns) are made by fools like me but only 
God can make a tree.” Lord willing, I’m going to hang 
on to as many trees as I can … leaves or not.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham County and retired 
long-time managing editor of  the Chatham News/Cha-
tham Record, having written a weekly column for more 
than 30 years. During most of  his time with the newspa-
pers, he was also a bi-vocational pastor and today serves 
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the second time as pastor.

GUEST COLUMN | BOB PHILLIPS, COMMON CAUSE

N.C. lawmakers want absolute power over our 
elections. It’s time to ask ourselves what we want.

This 
week, North 
Carolina’s 
legislative 
leaders are 
asking the 
U.S. Su-
preme Court 
to give them 
absolute 
power over 
federal elec-
tions. That’s 

when the nine Justices will 
hear arguments in Moore v. 
Harper, the N.C. redistrict-
ing case being called the 
gravest threat to American 
democracy.

In Moore, lawmakers 
make it clear they want the 
freedom to be lawbreakers.

Using a debunked idea, 
N.C. House Speaker Tim 
Moore argues the U.S. 
Constitution allows them 
to operate without checks 
and balances when drawing 
electoral districts, creating 
voting rules and administer-
ing elections. A bad result 
in Moore means the General 
Assembly could rig voting 

maps, undermine votes 
and manipulate elections. 
Neither state courts, nor the 
governor, could stop them. 
Following December oral ar-
guments, a ruling will likely 
arrive in June 2023. 

There’s plenty we must do 
before then. 

Since learning the Su-
preme Court would hear 
this case, plaintiff Common 
Cause North Carolina, 
alongside our partners, 
worked tirelessly to educate 
North Carolinians about the 
stakes in Moore. We’ve also 
equipped them with ways to 
fight back. 

Even the most cynical ex-
perts agree that the court of  
public opinion still matters 
to the Supreme Court — 
especially after the disrup-
tions caused by their recent 
abortion ruling. To raise our 
voices, we’ve traveled to N.C. 
counties in every corner of  
the state, educating voters 
on what chaos could come 
if  legislators are allowed to 
upend checks and balances. 
In turn, thousands of  people 

have had their own conver-
sations about Moore, grow-
ing North Carolina’s oppo-
sition to lawmakers’ radical 
proposal.

When people learn about 
Moore v. Harper and what it 
could mean for them, they 
don’t like it.  

Elizabeth Longman from 
Harnett County said she’s 
concerned about more at-
tacks on the freedom to vote. 
“The ballot has always been 
a place where we feel like 
we can make a change ... if  
they take that away, it’ll be a 
nightmare.” 

Worried that this case 
could impact voters’ ability 
to turn public sentiment 
into public policy, Alexa 
Roberts of  Moore County 
told us, “North Carolina has 
already gone decades with-
out meeting its constitu-
tional obligation to provide 
equitable access to quality 
education. We need a fair 
chance to elect representa-
tives who will prioritize the 
issues we care most about … 
Moore jeopardizes that.

Common Cause’s Kathay 
Feng warned that voters 
could have their voices si-
lenced in their time of  need. 
“Imagine wading through 
hurricane storm waters 
to get to the polls or being 
displaced from your dam-
aged home with an absentee 
ballot as your only option,” 
she said. “Moore means pol-
iticians alone could choose 
whether to help North Caro-
linians in an emergency.”

At this pivotal moment, 
we’re asking all North Car-
olinians to choose to help us 
in this emergency.

This week, we’re hosting 
rallies from the steps of  the 
Supreme Court to every 
region of  our state. Whether 
you’re joining us on a bus to 
Washington D.C. for the oral 
arguments or representing 
the cause in your communi-
ty, we must raise our voices 
to oppose this latest power 
grab to come out of  our 
state. 

But even after oral argu-
ments end, the work doesn’t.

Moore v. Harper is a dan-

gerous moment for our de-
mocracy that we must meet; 
but it has also helped to 
strengthen our decades-old 
democracy movement. In 
the months ahead, we’ll 
need North Carolinians to 
join us at public hearings to 
fight for responsive Con-
gressional maps in 2023. 
Together, we’ll need to lead 
lobby days and town halls to 
push back against inevitable 
attacks on voting access and 
to support pro-voter policies 
ahead of  important elections 
to come.

N.C. lawmakers have 
made clear that they want 
to entrench their power at 
our expense. It’s time to ask 
ourselves what we want.

Join a movement that 
puts people over politics at 
mooreharper.org.

Bob Phillips is executive 
director of  Common Cause 
North Carolina, a nonpar-
tisan, grassroots organiza-
tion dedicated to upholding 
the core values of  American 
democracy.

Speaking up 
for Jews

This week marks 81 years 
since the day “which will live in 
infamy” as President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt predicted. The 
attack on Pearl Harbor caused 
the United States to declare war 
against Japan, Italy and Nazi 
Germany. By the end of World 
War II, the Nazis had murdered 
more than 6 million Jews. Like 
the bombing on Dec. 7, 1941, the 
Holocaust is historical fact.

Yet, while no one disputes 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor, there is a rise in the 
number of people denying the Holocaust and per-
petuating other forms of antisemitism. This hate 
speech is not only overseas but here in America.

Historically, American Jews have been tar-
gets of  systematic discrimination, such as being 
denied property in certain neighborhoods, 
prohibited from businesses and barred from 
colleges. Unequal treatment has been justified 
by gross bigotry against Jews — false claims 
that they corrupt the financial system, are spies 
for Israel and murder their own children.

Prejudice has continued to perpetuate stereo-
types and justify violence. In 2018, a gunman 
murdered 11 people in the Tree of  Life syna-
gogue in Pittsburgh. Last month, a man pleaded 
guilty in New York to three separate attacks 
targeting Jews. The Anti-Defamation League 
found that almost two-thirds of  American Jews 
have either directly experienced or witnessed 
antisemitism in the past five years.

For this column, I reached out to my friend, 
Etan, an Orthodox Jewish rabbi, to ask how he 
would advise us to help. In rabbinic fashion, he 
responded with a story!

There once was a sage who sent his servant 
to the market to buy the best kind of  meat, and 
then he sent the same man to buy the worst. In 
each case, the servant returned with tongue. 
The sage praised him, saying that indeed there 
is nothing better and nothing worse than tongue 
because “death and life are in the power of  the 
tongue.” Proverbs 18:21.

Recently, a rapper made headlines for prais-
ing Hitler. But antisemitism is also fueled by 
the words of  less famous people — folks that 
you and I know. Snide comments. Mean jokes. 
Outright falsehoods.

When we hear such antisemitism, how will 
we respond? With the truth, defending Jews? Or, 
will we hold our tongue for the sake of  conve-
nience or personal comfort? Will we remain 
silent out of  fear of  confrontation?

It takes courage to speak the truth, especially 
in potentially hostile situations. For inspiration, 
remember the story of Cmdr. Solomon Isquith, one 
of the highest-ranking Jewish servicemen on duty 
at Pearl Harbor. Although orders had been issued 
to abandon the USS Utah where he was assigned, 
Isquith went back on board to help rescue his fel-
low soldiers from the sinking ship, cutting through 
steel to save 10 Americans from drowning that day.

Jews are under attack in our country every day, 
sometimes through physical violence, but more 
often from people firing lies and dropping bombs 
of hate speech. Rather than abandoning our fellow 
citizens, we should come to their defense, correct-
ing falsehoods and decrying antisemitism. May we 
all hear the words of the Torah and put them into 
practice: “You may not stand idly by when your 
neighbor’s blood is being shed.” Leviticus 19:16.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  Chap-
el in the Pines Presbyterian Church. His new-
ly-published book is a collection of  his columns 
for the Chatham News + Record titled “Hope 
Matters: Churchless Sermons.”
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BOB WACHS
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BOB 
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On polls, Hispanics, and the Suburbs
In much of  the 

country, the Re-
publican Party fell 
well short of  expec-
tations in the 2022 
midterms. Flawed 
GOP nominees in 
Pennsylvania, New 
Hampshire, Nevada 
and Arizona lost 
winnable races for 
U.S. Senate, thus 
consigning their par-

ty to another two years in the minori-
ty. Democrats lost their U.S. House 
majority but only by a sliver of  seats. 
At the state level, Democrats netted 
two governorships while Republicans 
lost control of  at least five legislative 
chambers — the Pennsylvania House, 
the Minnesota Senate, both chambers 
in Michigan and the Alaska Senate, 
where a coalition of  Democrats and 
dissident Republicans will take over.

In our state, however, the Republican 
Party fared far better. Its candidates 
secured a veto-proof  30-seat superma-
jority in the North Carolina Senate and 
a 71-49 majority in the House (one seat 
shy of  a supermajority, though on some 
issues there will likely be enough votes 
to override Gov. Roy Cooper’s veto). Ted 
Budd won the open U.S. Senate seat. 

Republicans won all six appellate-court 
races, flipping the partisan balance on 
the state Supreme Court. The party 
also appears to have increased its share 
of  county commissioners, sheriffs and 
school-board members.

North Carolina wasn’t the only state 
where the election results diverged 
from the national trend. Republicans 
in Florida and Iowa, for example, also 
achieved impressive successes in 2022. 
The extent to which American politics 
has been thoroughly nationalized was 
exaggerated. So was the disappearance 
of  split-ticket voters (who revealed 
themselves in large numbers in places 
like Ohio and New Hampshire). Can-
didate quality, issue selection and the 
incumbent party’s performance in 
office still matter a lot.

In the weeks since the election, I’ve 
been compiling data and listening to 
thoughtful analysts on both sides of  
the aisle. Here are some points worth 
pondering:
• That Hispanics are increasingly 

up for grabs in competitive elec-
tions is no myth. According to 
exit polls, Democratic candidates 
for Congress attracted 69% of  
self-described Hispanic voters in 
2018 while Republicans won 29%. 
In 2022, the Democrats’ margin 

shrunk by nearly half, to 60%-39%. 
Here in North Carolina, the CNN 
exit poll estimated that Cheri Beas-
ley won just 52% of  Hispanics. The 
Associated Press VoteCast survey 
pegged her share at 56%.

Yes, I know exit polls can be fuzzy. 
But district-level analysis of  vote totals 
appears to confirm the trend. When 
American Enterprise Institute Senior 
Fellow Philip Wallach grouped com-
petitive U.S. House districts by ethnic 
composition, he found that Republicans 
tended to fare better in 2022 in places 
where Hispanics make up a larger 
share of  the electorate.
• As I have argued on numerous oc-

casions, framing political contests 
or issues in terms of  urban inter-
ests vs. rural interests is inaccu-
rate. It glosses over the largest bloc 
of  voters: suburbanites. It’s true 
that these terms lack consistent 
definitions. The “inner suburbs” 
of  northern Mecklenburg County 
are rather different from the “outer 
suburbs” of  Guilford County, the 
“exurbs” of  Harnett County, or 
the suburban outskirts of  smaller 
cities from the mountains to the 
coast. But if  you identify your 
community as suburban, that 
means at least that you don’t think 

of  yourself  as urban or rural, and 
are unlikely to respond favorably 
to attempts to jam you into either 
category.

In the 2022 exit poll, 46% of  North 
Carolina voters described their com-
munity as suburban, with 30% saying 
urban and 24% rural. Budd won the 
suburban vote by 11 points. By con-
trast, Arizona Democrat Mark Kelly 
edged out his Republican challenger 
among suburban voters. So did the 
Democratic candidates in Nevada and 
New Hampshire, while GOP Senate 
candidates in Georgia and Pennsylva-
nia won their suburbs by margins far 
too narrow to overcome their big losses 
in urban counties.
• Finally, pre-election polls were 

generally more accurate in 2022 
than in past election cycles. But 
which publicly released poll proved 
most predictive of  the Senate result 
in North Carolina? The John Locke 
Foundation’s own Civitas Poll, 
which had Budd leading Beasley by 
3.8 points. He won by 3.2 points.

John Hood is a John Locke Foundation 
board member. His latest books, Moun-
tain Folk and Forest Folk, combine epic 
fantasy with early American history 
(FolkloreCycle.com).

JOHN HOOD
John Locke 
Foundation

Keep Duke Energy on 
track

TO THE EDITOR:
Like most of  you, I’m a Duke 

Energy “ratepayer.” 
My family feels the increas-

ing adverse economic and 
health impacts of  extreme 
weather events due to climate 
change. We struggle to keep 
our honeybees alive and trees 
upright while experiencing 
more frequent heat waves, 
droughts, floods, wind storms, 
and direct lightning strikes 
adding to our repair costs. Our 

power bills are rising along 
with air pollution, as Duke 
Energy is our biggest carbon 
polluter in my neck of  the 
woods. 

My personal experience 
causes me to submit a state-
ment to North Carolina 
Utilities Commission (NCUC) 
concerning N.C.’s HB 951 to 
keep Duke Energy on track to 
bring dirty coal to early retire-
ment and bypass introducing 
new natural gas for renewable 
energy plants — which will 
save money in the long run 
and reduce carbon emissions 

saving our environment, 
public health, and my family’s 
resources.

Regarding HB 951, why 
does Duke Energy’s carbon 
proposal shortchange rapid 
utility-scale renewable energy, 
battery storage, and clean grid 
implementation just when it 
is increasingly affordable and 
available? Shareholders’ inter-
ests over ratepayers?

Importantly, the new federal 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 
is a game changer and should 
be factored in Duke Energy’s 
proposal before the NCUC deci-

sion at this year’s end.  
IRA will greatly incentivize 

fast-track decarbonizing to 
mitigate the dire economic and 
environmental impacts of  cli-
mate change we are experienc-
ing through retiring polluting 
fossil fuel power plants and 
investing in N.C. affordable 
clean renewable energy. 

The IRA is such a landmark 
energy policy, it would be a 
shame to miss the boat just as 
it arrives! If  need be, I hope 
that NCUC would consider an 
extension to include the IRA’s 
contributions to update Duke 

Energy’s analysis and proposal 
to everyone’s benefit.

I know this is a very com-
plicated matter, yet we must 
urgently transition to a 
low-carbon grid in time to save 
the planet for our posterity. 

With HB 951, I request that 
Duke Energy submit to NCUC 
an updated IRA cost and 
climate benefits analysis to 
help customers. I urge all N.C. 
ratepayers to enter a consumer 
statement to NCUC by Dec. 31, 
done easily here: https://www.
ncuc.gov/contactus.html.

Minta Phillips
Julian

LETTER

The lottery — still bad for North Carolina
I was 

firmly 
opposed 
to the 
state of  
North 
Car-
olina 
getting 
into the 
lottery 

business back in 2005.
There were many rea-

sons. What worried me 
most was that the govern-
ment, which should be in 
the business of  encour-
aging its citizens to make 
good financial choices, 
would instead be encour-
aging them to throw their 
money to the winds to a 
state-owned lottery.  

The government would 
be selling a bill of  goods 
to its people.

How were our legisla-
tors persuaded to get into 
a business that harmed 
its people?

Now, I am beginning to 

remember.
Our leaders promised 

all kinds of  things to get 
the votes they needed. 
There would be strict 
restrictions on adver-
tising. Places for lottery 
sales would be limited. 
Programs to discourage 
addiction to gambling 
would be a part of  the lot-
tery’s responsibility. All 
that and other things to 
discourage participation 
would be put in place. 
Such restrictions were 
promised knowing that 
as soon as the lottery was 
in place, those provisions 
could be quietly elimi-
nated.

On March 30, 2006, the 
first lottery scratch-off 
tickets went on sale. Two 
months later Powerball 
was offered, beginning 
an escalation of  enticing 
prizes that continues 
today.

For instance, early on, 
according to the lottery, 

“Gradual product roll-
outs allowed people unfa-
miliar with the lottery to 
learn how to play and try 
new games.”

“On Super Bowl Sun-
day in February 2016, the 
lottery joined the mul-
tistate game Lucky for 
Life. While some players 
enjoy the chance to win 
big top prizes or play for 
jackpots that grow larger, 
the unique top prize of  
$1,000 A Day for Life in 
the game offers the ap-
peal of  a prize that lasts a 
lifetime.”

The lottery boasted, “It 
is the only U.S. lottery to 
achieve both growth in 
sales and growth in earn-
ings every year during its 
first 10 years.”

Is there a downside for 
the lottery’s success in 
achieving so much partic-
ipation?

If  so, every state in the 
nation except for five, 
shares the challenges.

The national situation 
was described in Oct. 
24 issue of  The New 
Yorker in an article by 
Kathryn Schulz. It was 
titled “What We’ve Lost 
Playing the Lottery: The 
games are a bonanza for 
the companies that states 
hire to administer them. 
But what about the rest 
of  us?” Her article was 
based in part on a new 
book, “For a Dollar and 
a Dream: State Lotteries 
in Modern America,” by 
historian Jonathan D. 
Cohen.

After describing some 
of  the multiple games 
offered in convenience 
stores, such as Show Me 
$10,000!, $100,000 Lucky, 
Money Explosion, Cash Is 
King, Blazing Hot Cash, 
Big Cash Riches, Schulz 
writes, “The strangest of  
the many strange things 
about these tickets is 
that, unlike other conve-
nience-store staples — 

Utz potato chips, Enten-
mann’s cinnamon-swirl 
buns, $1.98 bottles of  
wine — they are brought 
to you by your state gov-
ernment.”

These games, she 
writes “are, like state 
parks and driver’s 
licenses, a government 
service.”

Schultz writes, “At my 
local store, some custom-
ers snap up entire rolls 
— at a minimum, three 
hundred dollars’ worth 
of  tickets — and others 
show up in the morn-
ing, play until they win 
something, then come 
back in the evening 
and do it again. All of  
this, repeated every day 
at grocery stores and 
liquor stores and mini-
marts across the coun-
try, renders the lottery a 
ninety-one-billion-dollar 
business.”

Cohen writes, “Amer-
icans spend more on 

lottery tickets every 
year than on cigarettes, 
coffee, or smartphones, 
and they spend more on 
lottery tickets annually 
than on video streaming 
services, concert tickets, 
books, and movie tickets 
combined.”

So, lottery tickets could 
be viewed as either “a 
benign form of  enter-
tainment or a dangerous 
addiction.”

Either way, the ques-
tion remains, according 
to Cohen, whether gov-
ernments charged with 
promoting the general 
welfare should be in the 
business of  producing 
lottery tickets, publiciz-
ing them, and profiting 
from them.

D.G. Martin, a lawyer, 
served as UNC-System’s 
vice president for public 
affairs and hosted PBS-
NC’s North Carolina 
Bookwatch.

D.G. MARTIN
One on One

Mother Nature vs. Father Profits 
I love 

being in the 
presence of  
smart, ar-
ticulate and 
visionary 
folks, even 
on a rainy, 
unseason-
ably cool late 
fall evening. 
A large 

crowd gathered at Wait Chapel 
on the campus of  Wake Forest 
University for its acclaimed 
Face to Face lecture series. The 
featured speaker was noted 
author and New York Times 
foreign affairs columnist Tom 
Friedman. 

Friedman said little about 
the midterm elections, instead 
focusing mainly on foreign 
affairs. The interviewer started 
by asking Friedman if  the 
world is still “hot, flat and 
crowded” — the title of  one of  
Friedman’s best-selling books. 
He responded it was more so 
than ever, explaining we are 

operating in a technology plan-
et, with more people competing 
on more platforms than ever. 
Two-thirds of  this planet now 
has a smartphone and individ-
uals can now act globally. 

The war in Ukraine was 
fresh on everyone’s minds. 
Friedman said that it was 
hard to get everything wrong 
when launching a war, but 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin had done so with the war 
in Ukraine. Putin thought he 
was invading Ukraine, but in 
reality he was invading Europe 
and the reason so many are in-
volved is because the outcome 
has global implications. Putin 
knows he underestimated his 
foe and also that he must end 
this war soon. Our takeaway 
should be that the enemies of  
freedom are dangerous, and 
some people are willing to go 
all the way to prevail.

The Iranian protest move-
ment by women was discussed. 
Having been a foreign journal-
ist, Friedman reminded the 

audience that in 1979 Iran’s 
revolution began as an uprising 
by rural communities, remind-
ing the audience that countries 
don’t break up from the bottom 
up but from the top down. 
Today the Mullahs decide what 
happens. His closing thought on 
the subject was that the oppo-
site of  democracy is not autoc-
racy, but instead is disorder. 

In discussing the increasing-
ly threatening world climate 
change problem, Friedman 
posited that we have gone 
about this as a hobby. It re-
quires more serious effort than 
that. We are in a race to see 
who can innovate enough, soon 
enough in order for humans to 
stay on this planet.

Eighty percent of  the world’s 
energy production still in-
volves fossil fuels, Friedman 
reminded his audience. To 
survive, we must transition 
from them, but it can’t happen 
overnight. As things now stand 
Father Profit is prevailing by 
people making large sums sell-

ing energy that pollutes our air 
and destroys our climate. But 
Mother Nature isn’t fooled, the 
author states. She is dealing in 
chemistry, biology and physics 
and if  we are to continue to live 
here, we must also.

The two largest emitters 
of  pollution are China and 
America. The two have been 
engaged in negotiations seek-
ing to reduce emissions, but 
Friedman suggested that even 
if  China agreed to reductions 
nobody can trust them to live 
up to agreements.

Friedman proposes we 
should tell Xi Jinping that 
his country can get “as dirty 
as it wants,” while America 
develops complex adaptive 
coalitions that innovate 
and implement clean, green 
technologies. Then we can sell 
them to China and the rest of  
the world when they can no 
longer breathe. Both Mother 
Nature and Father Profit win.

Perhaps the most compelling 
part of  the Face to Face evening 

involved mangroves — shrubs 
or trees that grow in coastal 
saline or brackish water. They 
act as filters to clean toxic 
air, prevent storm surges and 
create nutrients for young fish; 
Friedman says he has been 
studying them since 1999. 

The human race is systemat-
ically cutting down the man-
groves to build new homes, 
resorts and businesses. He 
reminded the audience of  the 
2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami 
that killed almost 225,000 peo-
ple in a dozen countries. The 
death toll was so great Fried-
man said, because so many of  
these mangroves, these filters, 
were gone.

Today we are in a post-man-
grove world, both figuratively 
and metaphorically. Local news-
papers are mangroves we have 
lost. When people search for 
information without these local 
outlets, they turn to Fox News, 
other cable outlets and social 
networks that have caused great 
damage to our society.  

TOM 
CAMPBELL
N.C. Spin



A6   |   Chatham News + Record   |   DECEMBER 8 - 14, 2022

“Now is a good time to 
get a flu vaccine if  you 
have not already had one 
this fall,” Hubble said. 
“There are also COVID 
bivalent booster vaccines. 
There are no vaccines 
for RSV at this time, 
although a new vaccine 
may become available for 
adults next year.” 

RSV and the flu — not 
as prevalent in the last 
two years, thanks in 
part to COVID-19 health 
practices — are now 
straining pediatricians’ 
offices and children’s 
hospitals around the 
nation. The Centers for 
Disease Control says 
hospitalizations for RSV 
among children under 5 
are outpacing those for 
COVID, and public-health 
experts have been quoted 
as saying increasing RSV 
and flu numbers are part-
ly due to a larger pool of  
susceptible children this 
year.

CDC data says there 
have been nearly 9 mil-
lion flu cases and more 
than 4,500 flu-related 
deaths already this flu 
season, with flu-related 
hospitalizations at the 
highest rate for this time 
of  year in a decade.

Here’s a rundown of  
the three illnesses and 
how you might prevent 
them from running you 
down:

COVID
Zachary Horner, the 

public information 
specialist for the depart-
ment, said past trends 
and the “ever-present 

concern” of  emerging 
variants means his de-
partment is anticipating 
an increase in COVID 
cases as winter progress-
es in Chatham County. 
Both Chatham and the 
state saw higher numbers 
of  COVID cases in the 
winters of  2020 and 2021 
after a relatively tame 
fall. 

“While our COVID-19 
community transmission 
level per the CDC is ‘low’ 
as we move from Novem-
ber to December, there’s a 
decent chance that might 
change soon,” he said.

Horner said that over 
the last three months, 
97% of  COVID deaths 
in North Carolina were 
among individuals ages 
50 and older.

“But 59% of  the cases 
were in individuals ages 
49 and younger,” he said. 
“I think we’re reaching 
the point where we can 
say everyone is vulner-
able of  being affected by 
COVID in some way.” 

Thankfully, he said, 
there’s a way to combat 
that. 

“Around 80% of  
patients currently 
hospitalized or in the 
ICU due to COVID were 
either unvaccinated (the 
majority of  that group) 
or were vaccinated but 
had not gotten a booster 
shot,” he said. “And, has 
been the case since the 
early days of  vaccination, 
those without vaccination 
are more likely to die 
of  COVID-19. The data 
speaks for itself, to me. 
That’s why I’m vacci-
nated and boosted, and I 
encourage everyone else 
to do the same.”

Ultimately, like the flu 

and RSV — respiratory 
syncytial virus — Horner 
said the department’s 
advice to the public “is 
about being safe and 
healthy, especially during 
the holidays.”

“We’d give this same 
advice during flu season, 
or in any other disease 
outbreak: do what you 
can to stay healthy and 
keep those around you 
healthy,” he said. “It’s 
good advice all the time.”

FLU
Sadly, more than three 

dozen North Carolin-
ians have already died 
from the flu this season. 
Additionally, for the week 
ending Nov. 26, 4.6% of  all 
emergency department 
visits across the state 
were for flu-like illness, 
compared to 1.8% in 2021 
and 1.2% in 2020. 

“I think it’s safe to say, 
the flu is back,” Horner 
said. “I would simply 
encourage folks to take 
similar precautions to 
COVID.”

The public health 
department has been 
focusing its messaging on 
“Do Two to Stop the Flu.”

First, get a flu shot. 
Recent studies show 
that flu vaccination can 
reduce the risk of  flu 
illness by between 40% 
and 60% among the gen-
eral population, Horner 
said. Vaccination reduced 
flu-related hospitaliza-
tions by an estimated 
105,000 in the 2019-20 flu 
season. 

“Everyone six months 
and older should get a flu 
shot,” he said. “We are 
offering the flu shot free 
of  charge at our clinic to 
everyone, including those 
without health insurance, 
for the first time this 
year, which we are very 
excited about.”

Flu shot locations 
can be found at myspot.
nc.gov/flu.

Second, practice clean-
liness. 

“There’s these things 
in public health we call 
non-pharmaceutical 
interventions, or NPIs,” 
Horner said. “These 
are things we can do to 
protect ourselves and 
prevent the spread of  ill-
ness: staying home when 
you’re sick, covering 
coughs and sneezes with 
a tissue, and washing our 
hands thoroughly with 
soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds, or using 
hand sanitizer when 
soap and water is not 
available. These NPIs are 
things you can do every 
day at home, at work, at a 
restaurant, at the grocery 
store, just about any-
where, that don’t require 
a prescription. Just good 
common sense.”

The public health 
department continues 
recommending wearing a 
snug-fitting mask in pub-
lic and crowded spaces if  
you’d like.

Meanwhile, the Optum 
Health testing site in 

Pittsboro will remain 
open for the foreseeable 
future. This site, located 
at the old Ag building 
across from the Justice 
Center, offers free testing 
for both COVID and the 
flu, including a rapid test 
that screens for both. 

“We encourage folks 
to take advantage of  it,” 
Horner said. 

RSV
RSV is a common 

respiratory virus that 
usually causes mild, cold-
like symptoms. While 
most infected recover in 
a week or two, RSV can 
be serious in infants and 
older adults. 

RSV is particularly 
more dangerous for 
children 5 and under and 
for adults 65 and older, 
and levels of  RSV in our 
community is high at this 
time, Hubble said.

The public health 
department continues to 
receive reports of  cases 
in young children across 
the county, according to 
Horner.

The best ways to pre-
vent RSV from spreading, 
he said, are similar to 
both COVID and the flu 
because all three are re-
spiratory viruses that are 
spread the same way. 

“Keep your surfaces 
clean, wash your hands 
frequently, and stay home 
from work or school 
if  you or your child 
are sick,” he said. “I’d 
encourage folks to wear a 
mask in crowded spaces 
to both lower the risk of  
spreading or catching it 
from others.”

And one more thing, he 
said: “It may sound like 
we’re singing the same 
song, fourth verse. We 
are doing that because it 

works. Every year, the flu 
pops up and we give the 
same advice because it 
gives you the best chance 
to stay healthy and enjoy 
the holidays. That’s all 
we’re here to do, provide 
health guidance to the pub-
lic for their flourishing.”

Zelek said as a parent 
of  newborn — he and his 
wife just welcomed the 
arrival of  their second 
child, a daughter — fol-
lowing his department’s 
advice is particularly 
important to him.

“I had a respiratory 
bug soon after she was 
born and was careful to 
wash my hands and wear 
a mask while holding 
her,” he said. “We also 
increased air flow in our 
house by opening win-
dows and turned on the 
air purifiers. Thankfully, 
she has avoided respira-
tory illness so far.”

Precautions 
you can take
Chatham Hospital’s Johnsie Hubble said every-

one can take “everyday preventative actions to 
stop the spread of  germs, including flu, RSV and 
COVID-19.” Her advice:

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• If  you are sick, limit contact with others as 

much as possible to keep from infecting them.
• Cover coughs and sneezes.
• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when 

you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash 
after you use it.

• You can wear a mask around others if  you are 
sick, especially if  there are vulnerable persons 
close by.

• Wash your hands often with soap and water. 
If  soap and water are not available, use an alco-
hol-based hand rub.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
Germs spread this way.

• Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that 
may be contaminated with viruses that cause flu 
and RSV.

• For flu, CDC recommends that people stay home 
for at least 24 hours after their fever is gone except 
to get medical care or other necessities. Fever 
should be gone without the need to use a fever-re-
ducing medicine.

• Take any medication prescribed by your doctor, 
such as antivirals for flu.

• For COVID-19, stay home for at least 5 days and 
away from others, and if  you must go out on days 
6-10, wear a good fitting, high quality mask.

ILLNESSES
Continued from page A1

are full-time Chatham Hospi-
tal employees; the other half  
are filled through contracted 
traveling nurses.

This means the MCC now 
has the necessary 8.4 full-time 
equivalents on site to make 
sure the center can operate 
properly. Wolak said if  the hos-
pital can maintain that level of  
employment, it can be sustain-
able in the long term. 

“If  we don’t have the people, 
we don’t have the service,” said 
Jeff Strickler, Chatham Hospi-
tal’s president. “That’s always 
been our threshold.”

Wolak said by January he 
anticipates the MCC could be 
in a position to be in operation 
24/7 because of  staffing in-
creases. Currently, the MCC is 
open starting from 7 a.m. Mon-
day through 5 p.m. Friday, but 
otherwise closed on weekends 
to except to serve already-ad-
mitted patients.

Over the next six months, 
Wolak said his goal was to 
replace contracted traveling 
staff at the MCC with per-
manent hospital employees 
to make sure the center is 
sustainable even after the 

contracts of  traveling nurses 
expire. 

Staffing issues are in close 
proximity to census, which 
refers to the number of  ex-
pectant mothers who utilize 
the center to give birth. Every 
birth needs nurses so having 
more nurses on staff means 
more births. Likewise, nurses 
aren’t going to stay at the MCC 
if  babies aren’t being delivered. 
The good news for the MCC 
is that both are increasing in 
Siler City.

Dr. Martha Carlough, a 
physician with UNC Dept. of  
Family Medicine, is leading 
the evaluation team of  the 
MCC. She presented prelimi-
nary evaluations of  the unit to 
the task force Monday which 
showed a spike in recent births 
at the MCC in the last six 
months. Between September 
2020, when the MCC opened, 
and June 2022, the center saw 
217 total births; in the last six 
months, the MCC has seen 56 
total births. 

“Nothing about health care 
is optimistic in my view right 
now,” Wolak said. “But a 
year ago today, I didn’t have a 
full MCC staff and we had to 
reduce operations because of  
it. So we’re in a better position 
today.”

Bucking the national trend
When Wolak says nothing 

about health care is optimistic, 
that sentiment especially ap-
plies to rural maternal health. 
Rural maternity care centers, 
like the MCC at Chatham Hos-
pital, have been closing around 
the country and especially in 
North Carolina. Maternity 
clinics in surrounding areas 
like Sanford and Asheboro 
have closed or reduced opera-
tions in recent months, making 
the UNC Chatham’s MCC even 
more important to delivering 
mothers in the county and 
beyond. 

Between 2014 and 2019, 13 
maternity units or entire hos-
pitals that contained maternity 
units closed in rural North 
Carolina counties. When a 
closure occurs, alternatives are 
hard to come by, often result-
ing in maternal health care 
deserts, North Carolina Health 
News reported. 

Finances for maternal 
health units like the MCC 
are also not encouraging. 
Obstetrics units in rural 
areas often lose money, but 
stay open due to community 
needs. UNC Health executives 
acknowledged that reality on 
Monday. Strickler said while 
health care is a business, the 

UNC System isn’t operating 
the MCC to make money, but 
rather because they believe 
in the value proposition of  
the MCC — serving the most 
vulnerable populations in 
the county with an essential 
service. 

“It’s certainly been challeng-
ing, but Chatham Hospital has 
rebounded,” Strickler told the 
News + Record. “We’re in a 
stronger position today than 
we were pre-pandemic. There’s 
a narrative that UNC Chatham 
is retreating. We’re not retreat-
ing, we’re stronger than we 
have been.”

Need for community 
engagement

Strickler said he wants to 
make sure that message of  
strength and stability gets 
out to the community so they 
can continue to grow and 
build trust with their future 
patients. 

Despite the plethora of  
issues surrounding the MCC, 
it has shown tremendous 
outcomes. Babies from the 
MCC show healthy birth 
weights, increased breast-
feeding and limited compli-
cations. That’s part of  what 
the task force hopes to high-

light in its future community 
engagement efforts to make 
sure the center grows with 
the anticipated booms of  the 
county.

“We haven’t done a good job 
of  telling how great [the MCC] 
really is,” UNC Health’s Caesar 
said. “We’ve got to get out there 
and be present in the commu-
nity.”

Caesar said this especially 
means making the Latino pop-
ulation aware of  the MCC. The 
demographic has accounted 
for the largest percentage of  
births since the MCC opened. 
She added that she was proud 
of  UNC Health for giving the 
MCC more time to succeed 
and that its doors would not 
be closing in the imminent 
future.

“We want the MCC to stay 
open and while we can’t predict 
the future, we’re committed 
to giving it time and working 
through the recommendations 
of  the task force,” Caesar said.

Reporter Rachel Crumpler of  
North Carolina Health News 
contributed reporting.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 

HOSPITAL
Continued from page A1

Sponsored by

Chatham Land Team: Rotarians 
Lonnie E. West & Julie Boone Cummins

“Christmas in Bennett”
Come be part of the festivities as 
Tri County Ruritan brings you

Saturday, 
December 10th

2022

Followed by the 
Lighting of the Town 

Christmas Tree  
NO HORSES, 4 WHEELERS, GOLF CARTS, BIKES, MOTORCYCLES

4pm-PARADE
Cookies with Santa 2-4pm
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CHATHAM CHAT | JAIME DETZI, CHATHAM EDUCATION FOUNDATION

CEF director sounds off on student 
performance, Leandro and more

Jaime Detzi, the exec-
utive director of  the Cha-
tham Education Foun-
dation, says she’s always 
had a passion for public 
education. She supports 
students in Chatham 
through her job at CEF 
and other volunteer roles 
within the county, and 
this week, in this expand-
ed conversation, she tack-
les a variety of  important 
subjects — including 
student performance, the 
Leandro decision’s poten-
tial impact, and criticisms 
of  the county’s board of  
education.

Detzi and her husband 
Chris have three children 
— one a proud gradu-
ate of  Northwood High 
School majoring in biol-
ogy at N.C. State, a high 
school senior at North-
wood high school heading 
to college to major in 
nursing in the fall, and an 
8th grader at Margaret B. 
Pollard Middle School. 

Detzi has a B.S. in 
Environmental Resource 
Management from Penn 

State University and has 
done graduate studies in 
business.

The Foundation works 
with, and within, Chatham 
County Schools. How do you 
assess the latest school per-
formance results, and the 
low scores among elemen-
tary and middle school stu-
dents in reading and math? 
Has looking at any of those 
results made you re-think 
the Foundation’s approach 
in Chatham County?

The Chatham Educa-
tion Foundation (CEF) 
is fully committed to 
supporting our students 
and staff and knows that 
understanding the impact 
of  the schools’ and our 
efforts requires us to look 
at and well beyond test 
scores. 

Our donors and vol-
unteers look at results 
and can see the positive 
impact their generosity 
is having on the learn-
ing and well-being of  
students. Their feedback 
confirms this, as well as 

their understanding that 
school report cards, as 
currently designed, and 
the use of  tests to rate 
and rank schools often 
masks important stories 
of  success. We continue 
to advocate that growth in 
performance along with 
other factors related to 
life success should be in-
cluded more significantly 
in school impact reports.  

CEF is also working 
to advocate and partner 
with other organizations 
whose missions focus on 
serving needs that impact 
education, such as so-
cio-economic challenges. 

These factors not-
withstanding, we know 
the public is concerned 
about performance data 
as reported and want to 
emphasize that we work 
hard to examine student 
learning results as a 
means of  focusing and 
assessing our priori-
ties. That is why you 
see literacy, college and 
career readiness, STEM, 
professional development 

and innovations as areas 
we support.  

Let us be clear that we 
agree with the district’s 
assessment that Chatham 
County Schools (CCS) 
have much to celebrate 
with the recent account-
ability results and also 
indicating that there are 
specific opportunities for 
improvement.  

Let’s first start with 
the areas of  celebra-
tion. Chatham County 
Schools met or exceeded 
growth in 94% of  tested 
subjects — our students 
are meeting or exceeding 
growth projections. The 
only subjects that growth 
was not met were Math 
1, Math 3 and 8th grade 
science.  

While we are third in 
the region (behind Wake 
and Chapel Hill Carr-
boro City Schools) for 
district-wide grade level 
performance composites 
(a culmination of  assess-
ments), there are areas 
where students are strug-
gling and CCS approaches 

the assessment results as 
an opportunity to go from 
good to great.  

Literacy is a consistent 
focus for CEF and the 
2021-2022 accountability 
results show it should re-
main our main focus. An 
area of  opportunity for 
our elementary schools 
are literacy interven-
tions, where 49.5% (state 
average 46.5%) of  our 3rd 
graders were grade level 
proficiency down from 
the pre-COVID rate of  
61%. 

As with the vast 
majority of  districts, 
Chatham, and CEF have 
worked to address this 
challenge directly and 
with urgency. At the 
request of  CCS, CEF will 
continue to partner and 
support literacy resourc-
es for students, including 
co-leading, with CCS, a 
county-wide collaborative 
Chatham Reads. Third 
grade literacy proficien-
cy is a common metric 
to predict both high 
school graduation and 

future earning potential. 
Research confirms that 
literacy begins at birth — 
not the moment a student 
walks in the kindergar-
ten classroom. CEF will 
continue to support K-12 
literacy initiatives in CCS 
and promote community 
collaboration for birth 
through five resources. 

As a community, it 
is imperative we offer 
quality early learning 
opportunities, parenting 
classes, and basic health 
care to our families and 
students prior to entering 
kindergarten so they are 
on track for third grade 
literacy proficiency.  

As mentioned, the Cha-
tham Education Foun-
dation’s focus on literacy 
is consistently a large 
portion of  our work; how-
ever, last year, as we grew 
and expanded our donor 
base and extended com-
munity relationships, we 
added a new focus, high 
school academic success 
and college readiness. 

At the request of  
the Chatham County 
Schools’ Superintendent, 
Dr. Anthony Jackson, 
CEF began fundraising 
to supplement financial 
support for AVID (Ad-
vancement Via Individual 
Determination). AVID is a 
proven system of  student 
learning strategies, stu-
dent agency, and teacher 
professional development 
that increases academ-
ic success and college 
readiness. Dr. Jackson 
states AVID “disrupts 
the predictability of  who 
succeeds and who fails”.  

CCS is in the process of  
expanding AVID to all of  
the 6th-8th grade students 
in addition to our high 
schools. The CEF board 
believes this proven 
systems’ expansion is an 
essential and logical step 
to increasing academic 
success, academic rigor, 
teacher effectiveness, 
student organization and 
study strategies, that will 
open doors for students 
after high school, includ-
ing four-year colleges. For 
students enrolled in AVID 
in Chatham County, 100% 
were accepted into a four-
year college. This past 
month, CEF invested in 
what we hope will be the 
first of  many $10,000 do-
nations to CCS this year 
for AVID expansion. 

 You’ve been vocal about 
the Leandro case on behalf 
of Chatham County students 
and schools. With the GOP 
now taking a 5-2 hold in the 
N.C. Supreme Court, what 
do you believe is the future 
of Leandro in N.C.? Will pol-

works. Every year, the flu 
pops up and we give the 
same advice because it 
gives you the best chance 
to stay healthy and enjoy 
the holidays. That’s all 
we’re here to do, provide 
health guidance to the pub-
lic for their flourishing.”

Zelek said as a parent 
of  newborn — he and his 
wife just welcomed the 
arrival of  their second 
child, a daughter — fol-
lowing his department’s 
advice is particularly 
important to him.

“I had a respiratory 
bug soon after she was 
born and was careful to 
wash my hands and wear 
a mask while holding 
her,” he said. “We also 
increased air flow in our 
house by opening win-
dows and turned on the 
air purifiers. Thankfully, 
she has avoided respira-
tory illness so far.”

mom.
Kristie Allred was previ-

ously a substitute teacher in 
CCS before she was hired as 
the nutritional coordinator at 
Pollard earlier this year. She 
said after talking to Director of  
Nutritional Services Jennifer 
Ozkurt, they decided having 
him work in the kitchen could 
be a benefit for everyone.

“We were talking to his doctors 
after he graduated and they 
asked, ‘What’s he going to do 
from here?’” Kristie said. “And 
we said, ‘I don’t really know.’ But 
then I talked with Jennifer and 
decided having him here could 
really boost his confidence.”

Kristie and Ozkurt then 
worked together to train Na-
than for more than a month on 
all he would need to know to 
get ready to serve the students 
and staff of  CCS in the cafete-
rias. At the end of  the training, 
Jenette Horton, program facil-
itator for the CCS EC program, 
evaluated Nathan’s abilities. 
Horton has worked with Na-
than since he first entered CCS 
in kindergarten, and happily 
wrote a recommendation letter 
for Nathan to begin working 
with Nutritional Services.

“I’ve known Nathan since he 
was a little guy,” Horton said. “I 
remember sitting on the floor 
with Nathan and trying to keep 
him safe because of his emotion-
al outbursts. But he’s grown so 
much and it’s really great to see.”

Horton said Nathan has 
shown tremendous progress 
through the EC program, 
especially when it comes to 
expressing his feelings. She 
said he’s always been a kid that 
wanted to work as long as he 
has a job to do. 

“I think it’s awesome that the 
county is really showing that 
yes, we’re teaching our kids 
job skills, and we are willing to 
employ them,” Horton said.  

Soon enough, Nathan be-
came the first CCS EC grad-
uate to work for the district’s 
Nutritional Services team. His 
mom said seeing him work in 
the kitchen is proof  he’s capa-
ble of  entering the workforce. 

“I tell my bosses all the time, 
there are things the EC kids 
can do that could be very help-
ful to us,” Kristie said. “And 
they were so short-staffed and 
like let’s try it.”

Opening doors
Kristie said she’s already 

seen Nathan’s employment 
open doors for other EC 
students. She said Chatham 

Hospital in Siler City has since 
reached out to the EC program 
to discuss employing graduat-
ing students in the future. 

His family said when Nathan 
was younger, she believed his 
autism would prevent him 
from entering the workforce. 

“We knew he was smart but 
just very emotional,” Kristie 
said.

But through working togeth-
er with doctors and educators, 
Nathan has progressed beyond 
his expectations. That’s part of  
the lesson his family hopes to 
pass on — with persistence EC 
students can do anything. 

“All they [EC students] hear 
from the people around them 
is how much they can’t do,” 
Kaley said. “Nathan is showing 
people what they can do.”

Seeing Nathan thrive in his 
role has also sparked conversa-
tions within the district about 
employing more EC students in 
the district after they graduate, 
according to Horton.

“We all want to be heard, 
and we all want to have we all 
want to have some ownership 
of  what we’re doing within 
our jobs,” Horton said “And 
Nathan is no different.”

Horton said providing EC 
students with a sense of  own-
ership and responsibility can 
improve their mental health 

and help them in the future. 
She said having CCS employ 
former EC students is an “un-
tapped population.” 

Kaley said seeing her brother 
thrive in Nutritional Services 
led her to develop a new life 
skills program at her school, 
Chatham Grove, where EC 
students will come in weekly to 
wrap cookies, stock drinks and 
prepare them for work. She be-
lieves the program will improve 
their confidence and self-esteem.  

Serving up family style 
Now, Nathan is a crucial part 

of  the Nutritional Services 
team. His mother said his ab-
sence is felt by everyone. 

“He’s definitely needed,” 
Kristie said. “When he’s not 
around at work it’s like, ‘Aw 
man, there’s nobody to lift 
these heavy bags for me.’”

Working alongside his moth-
er and sister has also brought 
the three of  them closer togeth-
er, even if  it does occasionally 
blur the family-colleague 
boundaries. Kaley said the two 
frequently joke with each other 
at work and know how to check 
in with one another to make 
sure they stay on task. 

His mother said she sees that 
working in the kitchen is some-
times difficult for Nathan, but 
that’s why it’s great to have fam-

ily by his side, to encourage him 
and help him work through it. 

“I’m just super proud of  both 
of  them,” Kristie said of  Na-
than and Kaley. “You would not 
believe how many times I’ve 
heard, ‘Well, what’re they going 
to do?’ I’ve always known, 
they’re going to function, 
they’re going to live. So for me, 
it’s just amazing to see.”

Having family at work also 
means they know what Nathan 
is capable of. Kristie and Kaley 
said they often remind their 
coworkers that Nathan can do 
anything they ask of  him, even 
if  his methods for getting there 
are slightly different.

“I tell my coworkers all the 
time, ‘You don’t have to jump in 
and help,’” Kaley said. “I know 
what he can do. He’s always 
going to get there one way or 
another.”

Nathan works hard through-
out the day because his 
coworkers push him, which 
is why after a long school day 
you can find him fast asleep 
in the back of  his sister’s red 
Ford Mustang on the way 
home.

For now, Nathan said he 
enjoys his job with Nutrition-
al Services and hopes to stay 
there as long as he can so he 
can keep living in Siler City 
with his mom and sister.

EMPLOYEE
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Thursday, December 8th 

at Down Town Cafe!

4:30-6:30

We will be offering:

Cookies & Sweets with 

a cup of hot cocoa or 

coffee for $5!

OR

Cookies & Sweets with a cup of 

hot cocoa or coffee & a picture 

with Santa and/or the Grinch 

for $7! (pictures will be printed and 

ready at a later time)



WILLIS SARAH CRUMP 
THOMAS 

June 30, 1930 ~ November 27, 
2022

Willis Sarah Crump Thomas, 
92, of  Moncure, passed away on 
Sunday, November 27, 2022, at 
her home.

The funeral service was held 
at 2 p.m. Friday, December 2, 
2022, at Mt. View AME Zion 
Church. Burial followed in 
Seymour Cemetery.

She was born in Chatham 
County, and educated in the 
Chatham County School 
System. She was a faithful 
member of  Mt. View AME Zion 
Church, serving as president 
of  the stewardess board and 
the usher board until her 
health declined.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband of  63 years, 
Bill and son, William “Billy” 
Thomas.

Survivors include her 
children, Laverne Cross of  
Moncure, Greg Thomas, and 
Madeline Thomas, both of  the 
home, and Catina Trapp of  
Youngsville; nine grandchil-
dren, 11 great-grandchildren, 
and six great great-grandchil-
dren; sisters, Brenda Swann of  
Brown Hill, and Doris Harris 
of  Sanford; two brothers, John 
H. Toomer of  Orange, N.J., and 
Theodore Toomer of  Sanford.

LOUISE SLOAN 
BUCHANAN

Louise Sloan Buchanan, 98, 
of  Sanford, passed away on 
Tuesday, November 29, 2022. at 
her daughter’s home. 

Graveside funeral service 
was conducted at 11 a.m. 
Thursday at Broadway Town 
Cemetery with Rev. Jerry 
Parsons and Rev. Doug Currin 
officiating. 

She was the daughter of  the 
late Junious Curlin Sloan and 
Viola Mansfield Sloan. She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband of  65 years, Melvin 
“Buck” Buchanan, sisters, 
Margaret Sloan Womack, 

Geneva Thomas; and brothers, 
Jack Sloan, Ervin Sloan, and 
Bill Sloan. Louise was a seam-
stress for 68 years, retiring 
from Lee Cleaners. She attend-
ed church with her family at 
Morris Chapel U.M.C. 

Surviving are her daughters, 
Peggy Buchanan Baker of  
Sanford, and Rebecca “Becky” 
Buchanan Coltrane of  Wake 
Forest; sister, Mildred Sloan 
Stone of  Broadway; five grand-
children, and 11 great-grand-
children, 

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

JAMES ARTHUR SHANK

February 9, 1932 ~ November 
29, 2022

James Arthur Shank, 90, 
of  Moncure, passed away on 
Tuesday, November 29, 2022, at 
Wake Med Hospital in Cary.

Funeral services were 
conducted at 11 a.m. Friday 
at Juniper Springs Baptist 
Church with Rev. Eddie Thom-
as officiating. Burial followed 
in the church cemetery. 

Mr. Shank was the son of  the 
late Emmet Adelbert Shank 
and Doris Paige Shank. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, 
Rebecca Shank, and a son, 
Peter James Shank. Jim was 
a Veteran of  the United States 
Marine Corp and a member 
of  Juniper Springs Baptist 
Church. 

Surviving are his daughters, 
Missy Rolewicz of  Newark, 
Delaware, and Linda Osborne 
of  Coxs Creek, Kentucky; sons, 
Bill Shank of  Miller, Missou-
ri, Paul Shank of  Vandalia, 
Missouri, and Joseph Shank 
of  Fremont, Indiana; step-son, 
Steve Miller of  Moncure; sis-
ters, Jackie Budd of  Hillsdale, 
Michigan, and Jerrie West 
of  Sturgis, Michigan; several 
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and one great-great 
grandchild. 

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

RUFUS H. FRYE
July 28, 1942 ~ November 28, 

2022
Rufus H. Frye of  Bennett 

passed away on Monday, No-
vember 28, 2022, at The Laurels 
of  Chatham. 

The graveside service was 
held on Friday, December 

2, 2022, at 2 p.m. at Mt. Zion 
Church with Pastor Travis 
Shelton officiating.

Rufus worked with Jones 
Brothers Sawmill. 

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
may be made to Mt. Zion 
Church Cemetery Fund, 8616 
Curtis Powers Rd., Bennett, 
N.C. 27208.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com. 

Joyce-Brady Chapel is hon-

ored to serve the Frye Family.

HAROLD MICHAEL ‘MIKE’ 
CASEY

April 9, 1948 ~ December 1, 
2022

Harold Michael “Mike” Ca-
sey, 74, of  Sanford, passed away 
Thursday, December 1, 2022, at 
his home.

A funeral service was held 
Monday, December 5, 2022, at 
2 p.m. with Rev. Mark Klass 
officiating. Burial followed at 
Buffalo Cemetery.

He was born in Lancaster, 
S.C. to the late Mr. Hazel Casey 
and Minnie Bell Robinson Ca-
sey. In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
siblings Brenda Casey Watts, 
Richard Casey, Dewitt Casey 
and Claude Casey. Mike was a 
woodworker and had worked 
for Lee Builder Mart and was a 
member of  Journey Church.

He is survived by his wife 
Patricia “Pat” Hilliard Casey 
and sisters Sharon Horne and 
Martha Weaver, both of  Lan-
caster, S.C.

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
requests donations be made 
to CARA, 42 Deep River Road, 
Sanford, N.C., 27330.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

SCARLETT RUSS STONE 
September 2, 1956 ~ Decem-

ber 2, 2022
Scarlett Russ Stone, of  San-

ford, passed away on Friday, 
December 2, 2022.

The funeral was held 
Wednesday, December 7, 2022, 
2 p.m. in the Chapel of  Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home 
with Rev. Billy Norris and Rev. 
Dennis McPherson presid-
ing. Burial will follow in the 
Haywood Independent Bible 
Church cemetery. 

She was born in Lee County 
to James and Elga H. Russ. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents; and husband, Steve R. 
Stone.

She is survived by her 
sisters, Sharlyn R. Sifford of  
Concord, Gayle R. Medlin of  
Monticello, Arkansas, and 
Elena R. Register of  Sanford; 
and a brother, Sherwin J. Russ 
of  Florida.

CHRISTOPHER EARL 
MCMILLIAN

August 22, 1972 ~ December 
3, 2022

Christopher Earl McMillian, 
50, of  Sanford, passed away on 
Saturday, December 3, 2022, at 
his home.

The family received friends 
on Wednesday, December 7, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. A 
memorial service will be held 
in the Chapel of  Bridges-Cam-
eron Funeral Home with 
Kaycee McMillian speaking on 
Thursday, December 8, 2022, 

FRANK LEE FOX  

September 5, 1934 ~ November 27, 
2022

Frank Lee Fox, 88 of  Mount Pleas-
ant, South Carolina, passed away on 
Sunday, November 27, 2022.

Graveside service will be held on 
December 17, 2022, at 2 p.m. at Rocky 
River Baptist Church cemetery, 4436 
Siler City-Snow Camp Road, Siler 
City, N.C.  27344.

Born on September 5, 1934, in San-
ford, N.C., he was a son of  the late 

Sallie Harris Fox and Lewis Hurley Fox.
Lee went to Siler City High School and graduated in 1952. 

He went on to earn a Bachelors degree from the University 
of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1956. Lee served in the 
Army National Guard. He then worked for the Domestic 
Relations Court in Greensboro, N.C., for nine years. In 1994, 
Lee retired from Kellwood Company as the Vice President of  
Personnel after 30 years. 

Lee had an infectious laugh and smile. When spending 
time in his beloved home town of  Siler City, he loved visiting 
with friends and telling jokes at Scooter’s Cafe. While living 
in Mount Pleasant, S.C., he loved hanging out and telling 
stories at Jeff’s barbershop. He was a people person that nev-
er met a stranger. Lee was a kind and honorable man who 
loved his family fiercely. 

Lee is preceded in death by his parents, Lewis Hurley 
Fox (father) and Sallie Harris Fox (mother), and his sister, 
Dorothy Fox Teague.

Lee is survived by his wife, Martha Foster Fox; son, Lewis 
J. Fox II (Kelly); daughter, Susan Fox Cox (Vance); grandson 
Evan Wycoff, granddaughter Kenleigh Wycoff Edwards (Col-
by), niece Pamela Teague Holloway, and great granddaugh-
ter, Sawyer Brown.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial contributions can be made 
to Rocky River Baptist Church (rockyriverbaptist.org; 4436 
Siler City-Snow Camp Rd., Siler City, N.C. 27344).  

Burial arrangements have been entrusted to Smith & 
Buckner Funeral Home, 230 N. Second Ave, Siler City, N.C.

OBITUARIES
CHARLTON THEUS QUAILE   

August 28, 1958 ~ November 18,  
2022

Charlton Theus Quaile, 64, died at 
home in Pittsboro, North Carolina, 
on November 18, 2022. 

Charlie was born on August 28, 
1958, in Sharon, Connecticut, to 
George Emerson and Will Hawkins 
Theus Quaile. He spent his early 
years living up and down the East 
Coast, particularly in Savannah, 
Georgia, where the islands and 
marshes of  the Skidaway River fur-

nished his boyhood adventures. He was recruited to wrestle 
at the University of  North Carolina, where he met the love 
of  his life, Wendy Miller. The two were married June 19, 
1982. After graduation he worked as a public school science 
teacher, before founding Chimneys Plus, and, later, Gut-
ter Solutions. He stewarded these businesses for 32 years. 
Charlie and Wendy continued their love for education in 
homeschooling their five children in rural Chatham County, 
North Carolina. 

Charlie was a man of  many loves. He relished fresh-picked 
sweet corn from the garden, a roaring fire of  perfectly sea-
soned wood, the view from a roof  peak, and explosions of  all 
varieties. He appreciated a good trade: a well-swept chimney 
exchanged for handmade pottery or local coffee. If  there 
was a baby at the party, Charlie would be holding her. His 
everyday life became family lore: lightning strikes on the 
roof  at midnight, and baby chicks rescued from the belly of  
a blacksnake. He was also a formidable athlete and compet-
itor, and those who challenged him in ping pong or tiki toss 
soon left the field licking their wounds. And yet, for all his 
feats of  strength and daring, awe-inspiring and outrageous 
as they were, his most enduring quality was the greatness 
of  his heart, which loved all who came into his orbit in the 
name of  Jesus. His family, friends, employees, customers, 
neighbors, children’s friends, and their families, all felt seen 
and remembered by Charlie. The anchor of  his day was his 
early morning prayer time and Scripture study. Out of  this 
constant discipline came strength and vision for the day 
ahead, as well as an enduring model of  faith for his children. 

He loved to care for fireplaces as the gathering point of  the 
family home. Each hearth was an invitation to hear about 
the photos on the mantel, and every return visit a follow-up 
on spoken and unspoken prayer requests. Charlie had a re-
markable impact in the lives of  his employees. For many he 
was one of  the most significant presences in their lives and 
played the role of  father, mentor and faithful friend. After 
selling Chimneys Plus, Charlie stayed on to transition his 
deep knowledge and love for the business to the next genera-
tion of  leadership and rejoiced that his legacy of  care would 
continue. He looked forward to spending even more time 
with his six beloved granddaughters. Life always seemed 
like an adventure to Charlie, retirement included. He did not 
see life growing less, but greater: “I hear the horns of  Nar-
nia calling me from the horizon, further up and further in.”  

Charlie is survived by his wife of  40 years, Wendy; three 
siblings, Anne, Emerson, and Charlotte Quaile; five chil-
dren, Susanna Quaile Cover (Michael), Samuel (Erika), 
Joseph, Mary, and Grace; and six granddaughters, Eliza-
beth, Lucy, Helen, and Phoebe Cover, and Maggie Jean and 
Emerson Quaile.

His funeral service was held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Novem-
ber 26, 2022 at the Chapel Hill Bible Church. 

The family welcomes donations to Chatham Habitat for 
Humanity (chathamhabitat.org) or HOPE International 
(hopeinternational.org).

Donaldson Funeral Home is honored to have served the 
Quaile family.
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EVA PEARL HUNT WILLIAMS    

December 2, 1926 ~ December 1, 2022
Eva Pearl Hunt Williams, age 95, of  Pittsboro, died Thurs-

day, December 1, 2022, at Laurels of  Chatham. 
Pearl was born in Chatham County on December 2, 1926, 

to the late David Pride Hunt and Edith Mae Oakley Hunt. 
She was also preceded in death by her husband, Walter Paul 
Williams, four sisters, Mary Dodson, Daisy Hatley, Betty 
Hunt, Louise Hunt, one brother, David Hunt, and one daugh-
ter, Linda Lewis. 

Surviving relatives are two sons, Wayne Williams of  Tex-
as, Paul Williams of  Siler City; one daughter, Karen Craw-
ford and husband Kenny of  Chapel Hill; one brother, Bobby 
Hunt and wife Deborah of  Fresno, California; one sister, 
Mary Jane Hunt of  Cary; eight grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

The family will receive friends Thursday, December 8, 
2022, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Donaldson Funeral Home & 
Crematory, Griffin Chapel. A graveside service will be held 
Friday, December 9, 2022, at 11 a.m. at Sandy Branch Baptist 
Church Cemetery with Pastor Jimmy Brown presiding. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks for donations to be made 
in Pearl’s memory to Sandy Branch Baptist Church, 715 
Sandy Branch Church Road, Bear Creek, N.C. 27207.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.com
Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 

serve the Williams family.

See OBITS, page A9
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at 2 p.m. The family was to 
receive friends on Wednesday, 
December 7, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
at Bridges-Cameron Funeral 
Home.

He was born in Lee County 
on August 22, 1972, to the late 
Tony Patton McMillian and 
Carolyn Fulford McMillian. 
Chris worked as an Electrician 
with Berry Company.

He is survived by a daughter, 
Kaycee McMillian of  Sanford; 
brother, Jeff McMillian of  San-
ford; stepson, Skyler Windham 
of  Sanford; step-daughter, 
Alyssa Windham of  Sanford; 
half-brother, Ashley Barefoot 
of  Lumberton; half-sister, 
Michelle Kevitt of  Sanford; and 
grandchildren, Jeremiah and 
Zachariah Noeth.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

JAMES W. MARTIN
April 11, 1943 ~ November 

16, 2022
James W. “Sonny” Martin, 

79, of  Yonkers, N.Y., formerly 
of  Sanford, passed away on 
Wednesday, November 16, 2022, 
in Yonkers.

Funeral service was held at 
1 p.m. Wednesday, November 
30, 2022, at New Zion Baptist 
Church. Burial followed in 
New Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro Cemetery. 

PAULINE ROGERS 
ENGLISH

February 20, 1919 ~ Novem-
ber 28, 2022

Reverend Pauline Rogers En-
glish, 103 of  Pittsboro, passed 
away on Monday, November 
28, 2022, at Accordius Health in 
Greensboro, N.C.

Funeral services were held 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, Decem-
ber 3, 2022, at Knotts Funer-
al Home with burial in St. 
Matthews AME Zion Church 
Cemetery.

CHRISTOPHER ANTONIO 
WICKER

January 23, 1999 ~ November 
22, 2022

Christopher Antonio Wicker, 
23, of  Broadway, passed away 

on Tuesday, November 22, 2022, 
in Harnett County.

The funeral was held at 1 
p.m. Saturday, December 3, 
2022, at the Church of  Many 
Colors with burial following in 
Minter Cemetery.

JAMES LEWIS ALSTON 
SR.

June 18, 1957 ~ November 22, 
2022

James Lewis Alston Sr., 65, 
of  Sanford, passed away on 
Tuesday, November 22, 2022, at 
his residence.

The funeral service was held 
at 1 p.m. Saturday, December 3, 
2022 at Knotts Funeral Home.

ANNIE M. (MARTIN) 
DOWDY

October 5, 1939 ~ November 
20, 2022

Annie M. Dowdy, 86, of  Ram-
seur, passed away on Sunday, 
November 20, 2022, at Moses 
Cone Hospital in Greensboro.

The funeral service was 
held at 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 1, 2022 at Union 
Grove AME Zion Church with 
burial following in the church 

cemetery.

ANNIE RUTH (WHITE) 
NELSON

December 18, 1932 ~ Novem-
ber 24, 2022

Annie Ruth White Nelson, 
89, of  Sanford passed away on 
Wednesday, November 23, 2022, 
at her residence.

A funeral service was held 
Sunday, December 4, 2022, 
at 2 p.m. at the First Calvary 
Baptist Church with burial in 
McDougal Cemetery. 

SHAQUITA EVETTE 
MCDOUGALD

June 27, 1985 ~ November 24, 
2022

Shaquita Evette McDougald, 
37, of  Broadway, passed away 
on Thursday, November 24, 
2022, at his Central Carolina 
Hospital in Sanford.

Knotts Funeral Home in San-
ford is serving the family.

SHARON INEZ (KEELE) 
NEWBY

May 26, 1971 ~ December 2, 
2022

Sharon Inez Newby, 51, of  
Sanford, passed away on Fri-
day, December 2, 2022. 

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home.

TONY LAMONT MARTIN 
III

April 7, 1991 ~ November 29, 
2022

Tony Lamont Martin III, 31, 
of  Wendell, formerly of  San-
ford, passed away on Tuesday, 
November 29, 2022, at his home.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home.

MILTON THOMAS BURCH
July 1, 1948 ~ December 4, 

2022
Milton Thomas Burch, 

74, passed away on Sunday, 
December 4, 2022, at Central 
Carolina Hospital in Sanford. 

The family will receive 
friends at 427 Cricket Hearth 
Road, Sanford, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
daily. 

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home, Sanford.
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Continued from page A8

ADAPTING TO EMPOWER

CCS staff pursue certification to help bring tech to the classroom
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

In an ever-digitizing 
world, knowing how to 
use the latest technolo-
gies is more important 
than ever. Nobody under-
stands that better than 
the people training the 
next generation.

That’s why 19 educa-
tors and staff from Cha-
tham County Schools are 
pursuing a certification 
from the International 
Society for Technology 
in Education (ISTE). The 
accreditation helps teach 
educators how to adapt to 
the modern age, incorpo-
rate more technology into 
the classroom and ensure 
students are prepared to 
use current technologies 
in the workforce. 

Since the ISTE certi-
fication was established 
in 2018, more than 1,700 
people earned it world-

wide spanning 92 coun-
tries, with a roughly 75% 
passing rate.

Emma Braaten, chief  
technology officer 
for Chatham County 
Schools, is one of  the 19 
pursuing this certifica-
tion; she spearheaded the 
effort for other members 
of  the CCS to get it too.

“This certification 
identifies folks who are 
leading in that practice of  
technology and educa-
tion,” Braaten said.

‘Reflective process’
The process for com-

pleting the certification 
involves a 14-week digital 
learning course by ISTE, 
then the completion of  a 
six-month digital portfolio 
where applicants show 
achievement of  the ISTE 
Standards for Educators. 
Those standards, which 
are updated every eight 
years, include things 

like supporting student 
empowerment, learning 
to be a global citizen and 
leveraging technology to 
improve student learning.

“It’s a very reflective 
process,” said Carmal-

ita Seitz, certification 
director for ISTE. “So 
they dive deep into the 
standard for educators, 
and then they’ll reflect 
back on their practice.” 

All 50 states have 
endorsed or supported 
ISTE standards in some 
capacity. In N.C., the 
education department 
has partnered with ISTE 
to give every educator a 
free membership with the 
organization, which pro-
vides access to things like 
conferences, training and 
more. The certification 
takes that membership 
one step further to show 
mastery of  technology in 
the classroom. 

With regards to the 
standards for ISTE 
certification, technology 
is defined as any digital 
tool or resource that 
can enhance instruction 
and empower learning, 
according to Seitz.

Seitz said the certi-
fication process forces 
educators to ask im-
portant questions about 
their objectives for using 
technology in education. 
She said the goal of  the 
certification is not to 
teach how to use techno-
logical tools for educa-
tors, but rather teach 
pedagogical principles to 
find the right tools to suit 
their needs.  

“For an educator to 
be ISTE certified, what 
happens is it puts them in 
a very intentional power 
position,” Seitz told the 
News + Record. “So it’s 
not necessarily being able 
to teach a student how 
to use a particular app 
or device, but it’s how to 
empower learners to take 
ownership of  their learn-
ing with technology.” 

‘Ambitious goal’
Braaten said one of  

the reasons she pushed 
several CCS staff to pursue 
the certification this year 
is because last year the 
district established its own 
digital standards. The staff 
pursuing ISTE include 
librarians, curriculum 
coaches, instructional 
program facilitators and 
teachers. If  these individ-
uals achieved the designa-
tion, they would become 

models for the rest of the 
district and state for using 
technology in the class-
room, Braaten said.  

The cohort of  19 marks 
the first time CCS staff 
have been involved in 
the ISTE certification 
process. The course was 
made possible through a 
$30,000 grant for profes-
sional development from 
the N.C. Dept. of  Public 
Instruction (NCDPI). It 
costs about $1,000 per 
applicant to go through 
the online course and 
portfolio evaluation, and 
the remaining funds will 
go toward researching 
what technologies from 
ISTE will be beneficial for 
students. Each educator 
who goes through the 
ISTE application will also 
receive funding for class-
room items related to 
educational technology, 
according to Braaten.

“We were looking for a 
program that would help 
elevate and grow our staff 
who were at the leading 
edge of  technology,” she 
said. “This is a really 
ambitious goal for our dis-
trict. And it’s great to see 
there is such an excite-
ment and student-centric-
ity for this work.”

All 19 CCS staff first had 
to be accepted by the dis-
trict by showing examples 
of technology use in the 
workplace and when they 
felt empowered by technol-
ogy in their own life.

Building relationships 
through tech

Using technology 
in education became 
more ubiquitous than 
ever during the onset of  
COVID-19, which saw 
many schools, includ-
ing CCS, shift online. A 
recent Gallup poll shows 
85% of  educators who 
used digital learning 
tools prior to COVID-19 
increased their uses of  
those tools throughout 
the pandemic, with 65% 
of  all teachers now using 
digital tools every day.

To Seitz, this proves 
the need to train educa-
tors on the importance 
of  digital learning. She 
said the ISTE certifica-
tion can help educators 

ensure they’re using the 
apps, devices and digital 
services in the proper 
ways to get the most out 
of  their students.   

Melissa Parks, a 4th 
and 5th grade teacher 
at Silk Hope School, is 
pursuing the certifica-
tion because she believes 
integrating technology is 
a vital part of  teaching. 
She said, however, it can 
be challenging to use 
technology in a mean-
ingful way that isn’t a 
distraction to students. 

For example, Parks 
does an annual project 
around the Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade where 
students are asked to de-
sign their own float. But 
instead of  simply draw-
ing or coloring the float, 
she asks them to make a 
stop-motion animation. 

“I think it’s something 
that connects to the 
content, it connects to the 
digital standards,” Parks 
said. “But it’s also kind of  
creating that core memo-
ry experience that I hope 
they’ll remember.”

She said when used 
properly, using innova-
tive technologies to help 
students learn can make 
school fun in new ways. 
Learning how to expand 
those innovative uses is 
why she’s pursuing ISTE. 

“I see it as a way for me 
to connect to my stu-
dents,” Parks said. “It’s 
something that I enjoy, 
it’s something they enjoy, 
so we can build a rela-
tionship using that.”

Since the rise of  digital 
learning during the 
pandemic, Parks said 
she saw technological 
tools for learning become 
more useful, interactive 
and collaborative for 
students. Parks said she 
frequently uses online 
quizzes or apps to “gami-
fy” her lessons and make 
them more creative. 

Parks said working 
toward the certification 
would make her practice 
of  including these tools 
even more intentional 
and strategic to optimize 
student outcomes.

Last month, CCS held 
an orientation for the 
staff members pursu-
ing the certification; 
each shared examples 
of  how they previously 
used technology to help 
students. Some coded mi-
crocontrollers with their 
students, others made 
collaborative padlets or 
even mock trials with 
banned books. Parks said 
that experience opened 
her eyes to how much 
great work the district 
was already doing and 
how they’d grow by 
engaging with the ISTE 
process.

“I’m just like wow,” 
Parks said. “If  every-
body’s already doing 
these amazing things, I 
can’t imagine how much 
better it will be as we dive 
into this process.”

Courtesy of Chatham County Schools

Nineteen members of Chatham County Schools are pursuing a certification 
from ISTE, which teaches them how to better incorporate technology in the 
classroom. CCS held an orientation for those staff members last month to 
discuss ideas and potential projects.  

“Glorious Impossible”

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF SILER CITY
is located at 314 North Second Avenue, Siler City

Please Plan to join us:
Sunday, December 11 @ 11:00AM

Arranged & Orchestrated by Russell Mauldin
Created by S. Smith, L. Black, R. Mauldin and J. Crumpton

 Glorious Impossible tells the story of the birth of Christ with stirring 
new songs along with familiar carols and Christmas Classics.  



REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT, Pasture/and -  5 
acres, 919-548-2943, D8,1tp  

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Cha-
tham Land Experts - www.
learnaboutland.com - (919)-
362-6999. Jy2,tfnc 

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc        

RENTAL APARTMENTS 
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom 
applications now being ac-
cepted. Office hours: Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD #1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible, 
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8 
accepted. No security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Jy14,tfnc

FOR SALE
NICE BIG, BEAUTIFUL COL-
LARDS, Turnip Salad and 
Cabbage  for sale. Crutchfield 
Crossroads area. (cell) 984-
265-0402 or (home) 919-663-
5780, D8,15,2tc    

AUTOS FOR SALE
2003 BMW - $3,500 -- Runs 
good, Call for information, 910-
986-7135. D1,8,15,22,4tp 

AUCTIONS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, business, 
liquidation, estates, land, 
houses, antiques, personal 
property, coins, furniture, con-
signments, benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real estate, personal 
property, estate settlement, 
farms & land, business liquida-
tion. JHA has been conducting 
auctions in the state of NC 
since 1989. Fully licensed Real 
Estate and Auction Firm. NCAL 
#8420 Firm #8086 www.Jerry-
HarrisAuction.com, (919) 498-
4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
FOOD SERVICES STAFF, 
Pittsboro Christian Village 
is accepting applications for 
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Monday – Friday, at 1825 
East St. in Pittsboro. Jy14,tfnc 

LEGALS

EXECUTOR’S NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims 
against the estate of VAHAN 
PARSEGHIAN of Chatham 
County, NC, who died on 
December 7, 2021 are notified 
to present them on or before 
February 17, 2023 to Tanya 
Dellolio, Ancillary Adminis-
trator, c/o Maitland & English 
Law Firm, 2 Couch Road, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery.
Michele L. English

MAITLAND & ENGLISH LAW 
FIRM
2 Couch Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Attorney for the Estate

N17,N24,D1,D8,4tc    

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Landis James Phillips qualified 
before the Chatham County 
Clerk of Court on October 31, 
2022, in File 22 E 612 as Execu-
tor of the Estate of ELMO LOU 
PHILLIPS, 5885 NC 42 Highway, 
Bear Creek, NC 27207. This is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations, as required by 
NCGS 28A-14-1, having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the attorney designated below 
on or before February 17, 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Robert Gille-
land, Attorney, P.O. Box 1045, 
Sanford, NC 27331-1045.
Sanford Law Group
PO Box 1045
Sanford, NC 27331

N17,N24,D1,D8,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
04 E 346
All persons having claims 
against GEORGE WILLIAM 
BROWN, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 17th day of 
February, 2023, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 17th day of November, 
2022.
Carol J. Hall Brown, Adminis-
trator
2666 Corinth Rd
Moncure, NC 27559 

N17,N24,D1,D8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 635
All persons having claims 
against VIVIAN CATE 
BOWMAN, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 17th day of 
February, 2023, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 17th day of November, 
2022.
Steven K. Bowman, Adminis-
trator
2013 Peninsula Lane
Hillsborough, NC 27278 

N17,N24,D1,D8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against JOHANNA WINTER-
WERP PRINS deceased, of 
Chatham County, N.C., are 
notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or 
before March 17th, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This 17th day of November, 
2022.
JOHANNA H. PRINS and
 JONATHAN F. KESSLER, Co-Ex-
ecutors
Estate of Johanna Winterwerp 
Prins
c/o Roberson Law Firm
1829 E. Franklin St., Ste. 800C
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

N17,N24,D1,D8,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against NANCY MORGAN 
WORTHINGTON, of Chatham 
County, NC, are notified to 
exhibit the same to the under-
signed on or before 90 days 
from this date, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.
This, the 17th day of Novem-
ber, 2022. 
Christina Patskoski, Executor 
c/o Vail Gardner Law
 732 9th St., #621
 Durham, NC 27705   

 N17,N24,D1,D8,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 633
All persons having claims 
against MARGARET ANNELL 
BRAZZELL, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 17th day of 
February, 2023, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 

are asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 17th day of November, 
2022.
June Thomas Woodall, Exec-
utrix
107 Granite Ridge Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 

N17,N24,D1,D8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 600
All persons having claims 
against VIRGINIA QUIL-
LEN PORCH AKA VIRGINIA 
KATHRYN QUILLEN PORCH, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 17th day of February, 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.       
This the 17th day of November, 
2022.
Donna P. Tucker, Executrix
908 Pebblebrook Drive
Raleigh, NC 27509

N17,N24,D1,D8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 644
All persons having claims 
against GLENN RAY MURPHY, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 24th day of February, 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.       
This the 24th day of November, 
2022.
Donna B. Murphy, Adminis-
trator
232 Moody Loop Rd
Siler City, NC 27344

N24,D1,D8,D15,4tp

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE  
 
ESTATE OF BILLY G. TWEEDY, 
DECEASED.   
  
The undersigned, having here-
tofore qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of BILLY G. TWEEDY, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
notifies all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to pres-
ent them to the undersigned 
on or before March 1, 2023 or 
this Notice will be pleaded in 
bar of any recovery thereon. 
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
 This the 1st day of December, 
2022.
   Glenna Jean Orr, Executor
   Estate of Billy G. Tweedy, 
Deceased
 c/o Ronald P. Johnson, Esq.
 Carruthers & Roth, P.A.  
 
 Attorneys & Counselors at 
Law   
 235 North Edgeworth Street 
(27401)   
 
 Post Office Box 540
 Greensboro, North Carolina 
27402

D1,D8,D15,D22,4tc

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
CHATHAM COUNTY  
 
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE NO: 22-E-642
IN RE: ESTATE OF ROSAN-
NA MOOREHEAD DAVID
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE UNDERSIGNED having 
qualified as Executor of the Es-
tate of ROSANNA MOOREHEAD 
DAVID, Deceased, in the Office 
of the Clerk of Superior Court 
of Chatham County, do hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the said Dec6Gedent 
to present them to the under-
signed on or before March 
3, 2023, said date being at 
least three months from the 
date of the first publication 
or posting of this Notice as 
indicated below, or the same 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said Estate, please make 
immediate payment.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of G.S. 28A-
14-1.  
This the 1st day of December, 
2022.
ESTATE OF ROSANNA MOORE-
HEAD DAVID
  Rhianna B. Wells
  240 The Preserve Trail
  Chapel Hill, NC 27517  
   
Taylor Avioli
Narron Wenzel, P.A.
5400 Glenwood Ave., Suite 201 
Raleigh, NC  27612

D1,D8,D15,D22,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY

22 E 474
All persons having claims 
against ELLEN MORROW 
LIGHTSEY, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 1st day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 1st day of December, 
2022.
Kelley Lynn Knight, Executrix
127 Sagebrush Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27516  

D1,D8,D15,D22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 623
Having qualified as Co-Exec-
utors of the Estate of BETH 
SCHUBERT KRICKER, late of 
224 Buteo Ridge, Pittsboro, 
North Carolina 27312-9326, the 
undersigned do hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
the estate of the decedent to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before February 1, 
2023 or this Notice will be pled 
in bar of recovery. All persons, 
firms and corporations indebt-
ed to said estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned. 
This the 1st day of December, 
2022.
Joshua R. Kricker, Marcia C. 
Kricker, 
Co-Executors-Estate of 
Beth Schubert Kricker
224 Buteo Ridge
Pittsboro, NC 27312-9326 

D1,D8,D15,D22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA    
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of DEWEY 
DALE HEFNER late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
first day of March, 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
This the 23rd day of November, 
2022.
  Scarlett M. Robinson, Admin-
istrator of
  The Estate of Dewey Dale 
Hefner
  3141 Campbell Road
  Bear Creek, North Carolina  
27207
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER 
& LEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 629
SILER CITY, NORTH CAROLINA  
27344
(919) 742-5614

D1,D8,D15,D22,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 648
All persons having claims 
against JOHN DANIEL 
MURPHY, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 1st day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 1st day of December, 
2022.
  Denise Popeo-Murphy, 
Executor
  913 Homestead Park Dr
  Apex, NC 27502
% Monroe, Wallace, Morden & 
Sherrill, P.A.
3225 Blue Ridge Road, Suite 
117
Raleigh, NC 27612 

D1,D8,D15,D22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 664
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of ETAA B. THOMAS, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned at his 
address, 229 Hillsboro Street, 
Pittsboro, North Carolina, 
27312, on or before the 8th day 
of March, 2023, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 1st day of December, 
2022.
 Joseph Edward 
Thomas
 229 Hillsboro Street
 Pittsboro, North 
Carolina   27312
GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312-0880

D8,D15,D22,D29,4tc

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  
A public hearing will be held 

by the Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners on Monday, 
December 19, 2022, beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. The hearing will 
be held at the Chatham County 
Agriculture and Conference 
Center, 1192 US 64W Business, 
Pittsboro NC 27312.
Additional information is avail-
able at the Chatham County 
Planning Department office. 
Speakers are requested to sign 
up at the meeting prior to the 
hearing. You may also sign up 
on the county website prior to 
the meeting at www.chatham-
countync.gov by selecting the 
heading County Government, 
then Commissioner Meetings, 
then Public Input/Hearing Sign 
Up. The public hearing may be 
continued to another date at 
the discretion of the Board of 
Commissioners. 
The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the 
issues listed below:
1. A legislative public hearing 
by the Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners to amend 
“An Ordinance Establishing A 
Planning Board for Chatham 
County, North Carolina” to 
revise term limits for Planning 
Board members.
Substantial changes may be 
made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or 
written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discus-
sions.
Notice to people with special 
needs: If you have an audio 
or visual impairment, unique 
accessibility requirements or 
need language assistance, 
please call the number listed 
below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions 
or comments concerning 
these issues, please call the 
Chatham County Planning 
Department at 542-8204 or 
write to P.O. Box 54, Pittsboro 
N.C.  27312.

D8,D15,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
TERRY L. PEGRAM, deceased 
of Chatham County, N.C., are 
notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or 
before March 8th, 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery.  
This 8th day of December, 
2022.
Larry W. Pegram, Executor
c/o Manning, Fulton & Skinner, 
P.A.
P.O. Box 20389
Raleigh, NC 27619-0389

D8,D15,D22,D29,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 548
All persons having claims 
against LINDA SUE ROB-
ERTSON, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 8th day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 8th day of December, 
2022.
Casey P. Clark, Administrator
110 Audubon Lane
Goldston, NC 27252

D8,D15,D22,D29,4tp

FOG PUBLIC NOTICE, TOWN OF 
PITTSBORO  
Fat-Free Sewers: How to 
Prevent Fats, Oils, and Greases 
from Damaging Your Home 
and the Environment.
Fats, Oils, and Greases aren’t 
just bad for your arteries and 
your waistline; they’re bad for 
sewers, too.
Sewer overflows and backups 
can cause health hazards, 
damage home interiors, and 
threaten the environment. An 
increasingly common cause 
of overflows is sewer pipes 
blocked by grease. Grease 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

Chatham Monument Co. has an opening for 
a monument installer. Work involves working 
in Siler City and surrounding area installing 

monuments as part of a 3-person team. 

Apply in Person, 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

227 N. 2nd Ave. Siler City, NC 27344 

ALL SHIFTS
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for appointment to complete

application and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
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gets into the sewer from 
household drains as well as 
from poorly maintained grease 
traps in restaurants and other 
businesses.
Where does the grease come 
from? Most of us know grease 
as the byproduct of cooking. 
Grease is found in such things 
as: Meat fats, Lard, Cooking 
oil, Shortening, Butter and 
margarine, Food scraps, 
Baking goods, Sauces, Dairy 
products.
Too often, grease is washed 
into the plumbing system, 
usually through the kitchen 
sink. Grease sticks to the 
insides of sewer pipes (both 
on your property and in the 
streets). Over time, the grease 
can build up and block the 
entire pipe.
Home garbage disposals do 
not keep grease out of the 
plumbing system. These units 
only shred solid material into 
smaller pieces and do not 

prevent grease from going 
down the drain. Commercial 
additives, including deter-
gents, that claim to dissolve 
grease may pass grease down 
the line and cause problems in 
other areas.
The results can be: Raw sew-
age overflowing in your home 
or your neighbor’s home. An 
expensive and unpleasant 
cleanup that often must be 
paid for by you, the homeown-
er. Raw sewage overflowing 
into parks, yards, and streets. 
Potential contact with dis-
ease-causing organisms; and 
An increase in operation and 
maintenance costs for local 
sewer departments, which 
causes higher sewer bills for 
customers. 
What we can do to help? 
The easiest way to solve the 
grease problem and help pre-
vent overflows of raw sewage 
is to keep this material out of 
the sewer system in the first 

place. 
There are several ways to 
do this. 1. Never pour grease 
down sink drains or into toi-
lets.  2. Scrape grease and food 
scraps from trays, plates, pots, 
pans, utensils, and grills and 
cooking surfaces into a can or 
the trash for disposal (or re-
cycling where available). 3. Do 
not put grease down garbage 
disposals. Put baskets/strain-
ers in sink drains to catch 
food scraps and other solids 
and empty the drain baskets/
strainers into the trash for 
disposal. 4. Speak with your 
friends and neighbors about 
the problem of grease in the 
sewer system and how to keep 
it out. Call your local sewer 
system authority if you have 
any questions
If you have any questions or 
comments call the Town of 
Pittsboro Utilities Department 
at 919-542-2530.

D8,1tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 647
All persons having claims 
against RAYMOND CHARLES 
CROTTS, JR., deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 8th day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 8th day of December, 
2022.
Dana N. Daniel, Executrix
726 MEG-WAG LANE
Chapel Hill, NC 27514  
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NEWS BRIEFS

House Democrats 
select Reives as 

House Democratic 
Leader

RALEIGH — North 
Carolina House Democrats 
on Monday selected Rep. 
Robert Reives II (D-Dist. 54) 
for another term as House 
Democratic Leader. Other 
leadership positions will 
be elected in the coming 
weeks.

“I appreciate this vote of  
confidence in my leader-
ship from the House Dem-
ocratic Caucus,” Reives, 
who lives in Goldston, said. 
“I look forward to working 
with our newly elected 
members and everyone 
who was re-elected to 
continue our work making 
North Carolina the best it 
can be. Over the past two 
years as Leader, we have 
accomplished a lot for 
North Carolina, including 
sustaining all of  Governor 
Cooper’s vetoes.”

VinFast announces 
filing for initial 
public offering

The Vietnamese electric 
car manufacturer com-
ing to Chatham County 
announced its intent to go 
public Tuesday. VinFast 
announced it filed regis-
tration with the Securities 
and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) for a proposed 
initial public offering.   

The number of  shares 
to be offered and the price 
range for the proposed 
offering have not yet been 
determined. VinFast 
intends to list its ordinary 
shares on the Nasdaq 
Global Select Market un-
der the symbol “VFS.”

The proposed offering will 
be made through a prospec-
tus, which informs investors 
about the company.  

The intent to go public 
means the company will 
be publicly traded on the 
NASDAQ. Citi, Morgan 
Stanley, Credit Suisse and 

J.P. Morgan will act as lead 
managers and as represen-
tatives of  the underwriters 
for the proposed offering. 

Registration opens 
for high school 
oratory contest

High School students 
are invited to enter Sons 
of  American Revolution 
Rumbaugh Oratory 
contest, which offers cash 
awards for placing at local, 
state and national level. 

In past five years, North 
Carolina students have 
won more than $16,000 in-
cluding participants from 
Chatham County.

Entrants will deliver a 
four- to six-minute memo-
rized oration on a topic of  
their choice which must 
relate to some aspect of  the 
American Revolutionary 
War. Lowell Hoffman, the 
state chairman and a res-
ident of  Chatham County, 
said the contest seeks to 
promote patriotism as well 
as to develop that essential 
gift of  confidence in public 
speaking, a key to life’s 
success in so many arenas.

The contest is open to 
any high school student, 
grades 9 to 12, including 
home school students. 
Entry forms and addi-
tional information may 
be obtained by messaging 
Hoffman at 919-656-9955 
or email lmhglobal927@
gmail.com. Registration 
deadline is Jan. 31. 

The competition will be 
held at Governors Club 
on Saturday, March 11. 
Three participants will 
earn awards — $250 for first 
place, $100 for second place 
and $50 for third place. The 
winner will compete for 
North Carolina champion-
ship, a medal and prize of  
$750 plus the right to com-
pete at national convention, 
where the top award is 
$8,000. Two recent N.C. win-
ners have placed second 
place on the national level. 

General Francis Nash 
chapter SAR is the sponsor 
of  this local contest. The 
chapter’s membership 
spans Chatham, Orange 
and Durham counties. 

The U.S. is entering a 
decade of commemoration 
of the Revolutionary War 
and its 250th anniversary. 
One major event of 1773 was 
the Boston Tea Party, which 
may provide opportunities 
for research and finding little 
known stories of significance 
surrounding this seminal 
event just 250 years ago. 

Chatham Charter 
DECA successful 

in district 
competitions

The Chatham Charter 
chapter of DECA, an 
organization of marketing 
students, participated in its 
first competitive event of  
the school year on Wednes-
day, Nov. 30. The District 4 
competitive event, held at 
the Dennis A. Wicker Civic 
Center in Sanford, hosted 
approximately 330 high 
school students from 12 

area high schools. Students 
had the opportunity to 
demonstrate skills in a role 
play with judges from edu-
cation, business fields and 
the community. Prior to the 
event, students took knowl-
edge-based tests related to 
their competitive areas.

The Chatham Charter 
chapter had 49 students and 
two advisors who partici-
pated in the district event. 
School winners included:

• Retail Merchandising: 
Top Role Play, Elphie Spill-
man, Sam Wilson

• Top Exam Score: 
Silas Christenbury, Adam 
Reese, Elphie Spillman and 
Maddie Teague

• Top 10 overall: Silas 
Christenbury (1st), Elphie 
Spillman (2nd), Ariana Ri-
vera-Romo, Maddie Teague

Sports and Entertain-
ment Marketing: Top 10 
overall, John Whistle 
Spillman

Quick Serve Restaurant 
Management: Top Role 
Play, Natalie Hamel and 
Ava Kois; Top 10 overall, 
Natalie Hamel

American Pickers 
to film in North 

Carolina 

The American Pickers 
television series is return-
ing to N.C. to film episodes 
in February.

American Pickers is a 
documentary series on 
The History Channel that 
explores the fascinating 
world of  antique “pick-
ing.” The hit show follows 
skilled pickers in the 
business as they hunt for 
America’s most valuable 
antiques, seeking sizable, 
unique collections and 
learning the interesting 
stories behind them. 

As they hit the back roads 
from coast to coast, the 
Pickers are on a mission to 
recycle and rescue forgotten 
relics. Along the way, they 
want to meet characters 
with remarkable and excep-
tional items. They hope to 
give historically significant 
objects a new lease on life 
while learning a thing or 
two about America’s past 
along the way. The Pickers 
have seen a lot of rusty 
gold over the years and are 
always looking to discover 
something they’ve never 
seen before. They are ready 
to find extraordinary items 
and hear fascinating tales 
about them. 

The American Pickers 
TV Show is looking for 
leads and would love to 
explore your hidden trea-
sure. If you or someone you 
know has a large, private 
collection or accumulation 
of antiques that the Pickers 
can spend the better part 
of the day looking through 
we would love to hear 
from you! Please note, the 
Pickers do not pick stores, 
flea markets, malls, auction 
businesses, museums or 
anything open to the public. 
If interested, please send us 
your name, phone number, 
location and description of  
the collection with photos to 
americanpickers@cineflix.
com or call 646-493-2184.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SILER CITY
The adult choir of  the First Baptist Church in Siler 

City will present its annual Christmas Cantata at 
11 a.m. on Sunday, December 11. Entitled “Glorious 
Impossible,” the contata will present the story of  the 
birth of  Christ with new songs, familiar carols and 
Christmas Classics. 

Join us if  you can. The church is located at 314 N 
Second Ave. in Siler City.

CHURCH NEWS

Rechargeable
Get up to 30 hours 
of quality sound on 

a single charge†

Easy Connectivity
Stream music, audio 

and calls directly to your 
hearing aids

Weather & Sweatproof
Suitable for all lifestyles

Voted #1 Hearing Care Retailer

Hearing Loss?
Beltone Can Help

Hearing Aids
Starting at $ 7 99

Terms and conditions apply. Available 10/1/22-12/31/22 at participating 
locations on qualifying purchases. See store for details. Jabra Enhance 
Plus not eligible for discount.

Schedule Your FREE Hearing Screening

(877) 734-5489

Beltone Hearing Aid Set* 
+ A Free Cleaning Set
with Purchase

Get
Limited Time Offer!

Beltone Imagine™ BTE Beltone Imagine™ Custom Jabra Enhance™ Plus

with purchase

 

 GET YOUR TV TOGETHER &
UPGRADE YOUR EXPERIENCE

  

†

Price subject to change. 

$8999
MO.

+ tax

CHOICE™  PACKAGE
105+ Live TV Channels •  NO ANNUAL CONTRACT REQUIRED,  NO HIDDEN FEES

•  THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND  ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE SCREENS

•  UNLIMITED STREAMS FOR UNLIMITED SCREENS  INCLUDED WITH EVERY PACKAGE* 

*All DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and compatible device(s) required. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Certain networks 
limit total number of simultaneous streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/unlimitedstreams for details.)

†DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high-speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps 
per stream recommended for optimal viewing. Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. only (excl. P.R. & U.S.V.I.). DIRECTV STREAM renews monthly at the prevailing 
rate, charged to your payment method on file unless you cancel. New customers who cancel svc in first 14 days get full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits. If 
you cancel, you keep access through the remaining monthly period. Cancellation: Modify or cancel at any time online or by calling 1-800-531-5000.Taxes: State & local 
taxes or other governmental fees & charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges assessed against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: Offers may not 
be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subj. to blackout restr’s. All offers, programming, promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & 
conditions subject to change & may be modified, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream/ for details. Cinemax and 
related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. Separate SHOWTIME subscription required. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime 
Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for 
airdates/times. EPIX is a registered trademark of EPIX Entertainment LLC. Google, Google Play, and Android TV are trademarks of Google LLC. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and 
all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

855-548-9839
IV Support Holdings

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roofi ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-585-1815

Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. 
This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc 
(“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be avail-
able in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you call the number 
provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers 
using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeser-
vicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. NC License Number: 83195

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

Call 1-844-969-2127 to order item 296X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H3YG64

* Only $24.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 
48 contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H3YG64

Fruit Favorites Gift Box

SAVE $13!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer 
reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard 
system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 
0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 
52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 
Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 
41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

When outdoors, your impact 
should be smaller than this ad.

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

28th Annual Construction-
Truck Auction Tue Dec 27th 
8AM See Meekinsauction.com 
NCLN 858 10% BP-onsite 
12%-online

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. 
Call 866-579-0885

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

SAVE MONEY ON 
EXPENSIVE AUTO REPAIRS! 
Our vehicle service program 
can save you up to 60% off 
dealer prices and provides you 
excellent coverage! Call for 
a free quote:  877-324-4071  
(Mon-Fri :9am-4pm PST)

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Pest, rodent, termite and 
mosquito control.  Call for a 
quote or inspection today 877-
593-6072

AUTO INSURANCE 
STARTING AT $49/ MONTH! 
Call for your fee rate 
comparison to see how much 
you can save!  Call:  833-472-
0580

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
833-649-2292

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-931-
3643

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE 
Quote – Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
938-0700

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-496-8601 www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress 
#6258

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

Miscellaneous
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us take 
the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 
833-586-8395

Sale
DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Time Share
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-213-
6711

Statewide Classified
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itics continue to block this funding 
from entering public schools in 
N.C.? What’s your outlook? 

The Leandro Remedial Plan, 
created by a bi-partisan con-
sultant, is a systematic plan to 
allow the state of  N.C. to meet 
its constitutional obligation 
for a sound and basic educa-
tion for ALL students in N.C. 
The recent ruling by the N.C. 
Supreme Court is an extraor-
dinary win for the students of  
N.C. today and for generations 
to come. Every child, every 
community, every family 
whether republican or demo-
crat benefits from this decision. 
The majority opinion states, 
“For twenty-five years, the judi-
ciary has deferred to the exec-
utive and legislative branches 
to implement a comprehensive 
solution to this ongoing consti-
tutional violation. Today, that 
deference expires.” 

The judges on the bench 
during the October 2022 ruling 
will change their political 
makeup in the new year. But 
what will not change in the 
new year is the constitution of  
N.C. If  the new judges reverse 
this ruling, it will render all 
decisions made by the N.C. 
Supreme Court temporary — 
therefore we do not anticipate 
this case will be overturned. 
The next step for this lawsuit is 
referral back to the trial courts 
to set the amount required by 
the governor to release to the 
school districts. Of  note, Gov-
ernor Cooper has long stood 
behind the need for N.C. to fully 
fund the Leandro Remedial 
Plan and will in no way block 
the release of  these funds.  

While we are hopeful, a 
recent tweet by Brent Woodcox 
— a legislative attorney for N.C. 
Senate leader Phil Berger — 
said last week. “Prediction: Not 
a dime of  taxpayer money is ul-
timately spent on this unprec-
edented and unconstitutional 
order before it is blocked and 
reversed by a newly seated N.C. 
Supreme Court next year.”  

We still foresee the release of  
funds for years 1 and 2 of  the Le-
andro Remedial Plan. The funds 
for years 3 through 8 are still 
outstanding and we might rea-
sonably anticipate an additional 
lawsuit by those seeking to block 
these funds from being allocated 
to our public schools. We trust 
the public, as they come more 
and more to understand the 
issues, will advocate for full 
implementation of  the Compre-
hensive Remediation plan.  

It is important to note how 
these funds could specifical-
ly impact Chatham County 
Schools. When (and not if) 
Chatham receives their portion 
of  the fully funded Leandro 
Remedial Plan they will receive 
a 32% budget increase from 
the state or about $18 million 
for K-12 and an additional $5.6 
million for early education. To 
illustrate in tangible terms, for 
K-12, these funds could allow:

• 46 more instructional assis-
tants

• 5 community coordinators 
(supporting students wrap 
around services - food, mental 
health, etc.)

• 62 more nurses, school 
psychologists, counselors and 
social workers

• 140% more for textbooks 
and instructional materials

• $1,286/teacher for profes-

sional development 
We are hopeful that this 

bi-partisan issue to meet just 
the low standard of  a sound 
and basic education for ALL 
students will be met and ex-
ceeded by our elected officials. 
We encourage all voters to ask 
Leandro based, education ques-
tions of  officials and candidates 
in order to understand their 
willingness to provide what is 
constitutionally promised to 
our students — a sound and 
basic education. 

For those worried about 
increased taxes, these funds 
are available in the current 
N.C. reserve funds, and no tax 
increases are required to meet 
this standard. It is also import-
ant to understand that needs 
not funded through the state 
often put pressure on local 
governments and create local 
tax challenges.

We encourage N.C. to take 
bold actions, to get back to a 
time, prior to 2008 when N.C. 
was seen as a leader in public 
education and improve our 
current ranking — 49th in the 
nation in funding effort for 
public schools. Our students — 
and our communities — de-
serve more. 

With Del Turner’s defeat of 
Jessica Winger, incumbents main-
tained their seats on the Chatham 
County school board. What do you 
believe that means for the future 
of Chatham County Schools? How 
will CEF work to build on the prog-
ress the board made last term?

The Chatham Education 
Foundation is a nonprofit dedi-
cated to engaging our commu-
nity as public school advocates 
and to raise funds and resourc-
es to support innovation and 
education excellence in the 
Chatham County Schools. We 
will work in step with the board 
of  and members elected by our 
electorate.

From the outside, it seems 
as though some of  the strug-
gles our students encounter 
in public schools are simple 
to solve, but it couldn’t be 
further from the truth. CEF 
attends a variety of  informa-
tional sessions and also creates 
opportunities to learn from and 
dialogue with district leader-
ship to understand the nuances 
of  how the system addresses 
all student needs. We encour-
age all to engage productively 
in a variety of  ways available 
to learn about, dialogue with, 
and provide perspectives to the 
district leadership. 

The entire system must excel 
for all parts of  the system to 
succeed. This system begins 
the day the child is born and 
carries through until the day 
they graduate from a Cha-
tham County high school. The 
system includes on track health 
and development beginning at 
birth; supported and support-
ive families and communities; 
and high quality birth through 
8-year-old learning and atten-
dance.

In addition, this system in-
cludes enhancements outlined 
by the Leandro Remedial Plan 
— including a quality teacher 
in every classroom, a quali-
ty principal in every school, 
adequate and equitable school 
funding, a reliable accountabil-

ity system, support for low-per-
forming schools, high quality 
and accessible early learning 
programs and an opportunity 
to explore high-quality postsec-
ondary pathways.

CEF will continue to work 
with the Chatham County 
Board of  Education and the 
CCS administration to meet 
the needs of  ALL students in 
Chatham County Schools — as 
we put students first.

And how, as a Foundation and 
supporting nonprofit, do you 
respond to, or reflect on, the crit-
icism of the board and of student 
performance here? 

CEF is proud of  the hard 
work our students, teachers 
and staff showed this past 
school year. We have a LOT 
to celebrate and we cannot 
forget to take a step back and 
celebrate the wins of  students, 
teachers and staff. Here are a 
few that stand out to the foun-
dation: 

• Chatham County Schools 
were the 10th best district out 
of  115 in ACT scores

• Chatham County Schools 
were 2nd in the region in 5th 
grade science

• 17 of  19 Chatham County 
Schools exceeded growth ex-
pectations

That said, celebrating the 
wins in no way diminishes 
the Chatham County Schools’ 
efforts to ensure that ALL 
students are succeeding. We 
know that with every positive 
percentage, there is a percent-
age of  students not meeting 
grade level standards, and CCS 
is dedicated to closing those 
gaps and making bold changes 
to ensure all students succeed. 
CEF will continue to partner 
with the district in order to 
help provide the resources 
needed (and regrettably not 
fully funded through state bud-
gets) to support and enhance 
student growth and achieve-
ment. Detail of  how we do this 
and the impact of  our work is 
available on our website www.
ChathamEducationFounda-
tion.org. 

CCS must stop to celebrate 
their wins! It builds student 
and staff morale and plays 
an important role in teacher 
retention. While simultaneous-
ly celebrating wins, CCS assess 
student needs and consistently 
plans and implements changes 
to increase student success. The 
Chatham Education Founda-
tion supports researched based, 

proven programs implemented 
in CCS and encourages our 
residents to learn more, give 
time in our schools through the 
CCS Education Volunteer Corp 
(email jaime@cefmail.org for 
more details) and donate to CEF 
to bring additional resources to 
CCS students. 

Education has become a 
political battleground across the 
state and the country with the rise 
of extremism pushing for things 
like book banning, anti-LGBTQ 
policies and using “Critical Race 
Theory” as a catch-all to use hate-
ful rhetoric. How do you believe 
we can combat extremism in the 
classroom and maintain civility in 
education? 

The answer to combat 
extremism in the classroom 
is simple — RESEARCH 
and FACTS. If  you read any 
research on what increases stu-
dent success in the classroom, 
you will not see book banning, 
anti-LGBTQ+ policies or the 
opposition to CRT as the way 
to increase student success. 
We should not be distracted, 
yet instead we need to work to 
educate and inform and build 
on the shared interests that the 
majority of  the school commu-
nity see as important for their 
and the community’s children. 

Research indicates that to 
improve student outcomes 
students need:

• quality instruction - Teach-
ing matters more to student 
achievement than any other 
aspect of  schooling.

• small class sizes
• parent support (asking 

child about their day, providing 
homework help, etc. )

• the belief  by teachers that 
all students can learn 

When community efforts 
focus on the research backed 
programs/systems to improve 
student outcomes we most read-
ily can close our opportunity 
gaps so all students succeed. 

What surprised you about the 
election? What do the results in 
Chatham mean for the future of 
education policy in the county?

What surprised me most 
about the election was the 
passion residents from both 
parties showed to support pub-
lic education. With members 
of  all parties working together 
to align their enthusiasm for 
research-based resources and 
school district systems support, 
then we really have a chance 
here in Chatham to continually 

grow success for ALL of  our 
students. 

The future of  our education 
policy in Chatham is depen-
dent on CEF’s (and other local 
organizations’) ability to bring 
people from all parties together 
to supplement key educational 
resources that increase student 
achievement. There is a role 
county government, the state 
government, Chatham County 
Schools and our community 
must play to build the founda-
tion and system in which pro-
motes consistent quality and 
increases student achievement. 

The Foundation is exploring a 
new fundraising campaign. What 
can you share about it?

Chatham Education Foun-
dation has two operational 
objectives. The first is raising 
funds and resources to support 
programs offered by the Cha-
tham Education Foundation 
including Chatham Reads. Cha-
tham Reads last year put 14,000 
new, high-interest books in the 
hands of  CCS students, distrib-
uted 6,600 gently used books 
into the community where they 
were needed, and thanks to the 
Oak Foundation granted funds 
to the Chatham Partnership for 
Children to assess the Pre-K 
landscape in Chatham County. 

Our second objective is 
to fundraise and therefore 
give supplemental funding to 
specific resources identified by 
the Chatham County Schools 
leadership team. This year and 
next our fundraising will result 
in the support of  AVID and we 
encourage all residents to take 
a look at this system and why 
CCS and CEF believe it is a key 
element to increase student 
academic success and college 
readiness. 

What’s in store for the Founda-
tion in 2023?

This year CEF is focused on 
three things. 

One, to serve as a catalyst be-
tween the community and CCS. 
We will meet with more com-
munity members interested 
in public schools in Chatham 
and partner with them to find 
ways to supplement resources 
aligned with the 2022 One Cha-
tham CCS strategic plan. 

The second is to spread the 
word in our community about 
the AVID system — why it dis-
rupts the predictability of  who 
succeeds and who fails, and to 
encourage donations to allow 
for the expansion of  AVID to all 
middle schools. 

Last, but not least, we will 
continue our work with com-
munity partners and CCS on 
the strategies outlined in our 
plan for Chatham Reads. We 
know that to meet 3rd grade 
literacy proficiency there are 
many pieces of  the puzzle that 
create the system of  success. 
We will work with our commu-
nity, nonprofit partners and 
county government to imple-
ment strategies that increase 
student literacy success. This 
year our focus is book access 
and understanding barriers 
that prevent all families from 
accessing a quality Pre-K pro-
gram. We are also promoting 
the importance of  reading with 
our children daily. 

If  you are interested in 
learning more about our work 
and how to get involved, please 
reach out to me (jaime@cef-
mail.org) or visit our website 
www.ChathamEducationFoun-
dation.org. 

SYSTEM
Continued from page A7

CN+R file photo

Jaime Detzi, the executive director of the Chatham 
Education Foundation.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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SPORTS NEWS &
ENTERTAINMENT

What goes into planning the Siler City 
Christmas parade? PAGE B4

Groups raise $6,000 for Union  
Taylors Community Center, PAGE B5

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Hawks off to flying start in 2nd year 
BY JEREMY VERNON

News + Record Sports Editor

The only undefeated girls 
basketball team in Chatham 
County is Seaforth, which sits 
at 3-0 ahead of  its Thursday 
home game against Western 
Alamance (6 p.m.)

The Hawks are in their sec-
ond season as a program. In 
its first in 2021-22, head coach 
Charles Byrd’s team went 19-8 
overall and won the Mid-Car-
olina 1A/2A Conference reg-
ular season and tournament 
titles before falling in the 
second round of  the 2A state 
playoffs to Whiteville. This 
year’s Seaforth team features 
all of  the same players as the 
one last winter, a luxury no 
other county team is experi-
encing.

Through three games this 
season, the Hawks are shining 
on the defensive end, allow-
ing an average of  26.7 points 
to their opponents so far. 
Offensively, Seaforth is led 
by sophomore Gabby White, 
who is averaging 17.5 points, 
9.5 rebounds and 4.0 assists 
per game this season. Mean-
while, junior Hannah Ajayi, 

sophomore Peyton Collins and 
freshman Katherine Leonard 
are each averaging 8.5 points 
per game.

The two other Chatham 
County team with at least 
three wins entering this 
week’s action were Chatham 
Charter and Chatham Central.

Chatham Charter was 4-1 
entering Tuesday’s game 
against Roxboro Community 
(after press time). The Knights 
are the top offensive team in 
the county this season, aver-
aging 58.0 points per game in 
their first five contests. Last 
season, head coach Jeff Patter-
son’s team went 19-9 overall 
and 7-1 in conference play, 
eventually losing to Clover 
Garden School in the second 
round of  the 1A playoffs.

“The first few weeks, we’ve 
played hard every game, and 
as a coach, that’s all you can 
ask for — to compete,” Patter-
son said. “The girls are start-
ing to buy into the concept of  
playing their roles. We still 
have a long way to go. Now we 
have to get to the point where 
we share the ball a little bit Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Seaforth freshman Jocelyn Gesner (30) and junior Jenna Thompson (35) defend a shot 
against J.F. Webb on Tuesday, Nov. 29.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Stevenson 
leads county 
in 3 statistical 

categories 
BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports 

Editor

Through the first few 
weeks of  the regular season, 
Seaforth junior Jarin Ste-
venson leads all county boys 
basketball players in both 
points (24.7), rebounds (10.0) 
and blocks (3.7) per game.

The 6-foot-10 forward — 
ranked the No. 1 player from 
North Carolina in the Class 
of  2024 by 247Sports — has 
helped lead Seaforth to a 3-1 
start to the season entering 
Thursday’s game against 
Western Alamance. 

As a sophomore in 2021-
22, Stevenson averaged 20.6 
points, 11.3 rebounds and 3.5 
blocks per game. The Hawks 
finished the year 12-10 
overall and ended the season 
with a 63-35 loss to Goldsboro 
in the first round of  the state 
playoffs.

The only other Chatham 
County boys player averag-
ing more than 20 points per 
game currently is North-
wood junior Drake Powell, 
who isn’t far behind Steven-
son at 22.3 points per game 
heading into the Chargers’ 
Tuesday night game against 
C.E. Jordan. He’s also 

averaging 8.0 rebounds and 
3.0 assists per game while 
shooting 60.5% from the field 
and 36.4% from 3-point range 
so far this winter.

Powell, a 6-foot-6 wing 
committed to UNC who is 
ranked as the No. 7 player 
in North Carolina in the 
Class of  2024 by 247Sports, 
helped lead Northwood to a 
3-0 record entering Tuesday 
night. Also contributing for 
the Chargers this season 
has been junior Frederico 
Whitaker Jr., who currently 
leads the county in assists 
per game with 6.3.

This year’s Chargers 
expect to be among a handful 
of  teams vying for a 3A state 
title at season’s end after 
falling in the fourth round 
of  the state tournament last 
season. 

The county leader in steals 
per game so far this season 
is Chatham Charter sopho-
more Beau Harvey, who has 
racked up 4.9 per game in 
Chatham Charter’s first nine 
games of  the season. If  he 
keeps the same pace and the 
Knights play as many games 
as they do last season (34), he 
will wind up with 166 total 

UNC sold 
its soul to 
retire K. 

Someone recently 
told me they thought 
the UNC men’s 
basketball team sold 
its soul last season 
to retire Duke head 
coach Mike Krzyze-
wski, and the more 
time passes, the 
more I think they 
were right.

The peak of  the 
Tar Heels’ 2021-22 season came during 
the NCAA Tournament. Entering the 
postseason as a No. 8 seed, North Car-
olina rallied to make the Final Four — 
where they defeated Krzyzewski and 
the Blue Devils, 81-77.

Following that game, UNC played 
Kansas for the national title. Despite 
holding a double-digit lead at halftime, 
the Tar Heels allowed the Jayhawks 
to turn things around, and Kansas 
eventually won the game, 72-69.

That uneven performance has fol-
lowed North Carolina into the 2022-23 
season. The Tar Heels were ranked 
No. 1 in the AP Poll to start the season 
and started the year 5-0, but the writ-
ing was on the wall in their first few 
matchups of  the season. While most 
other teams ranked inside the top 10 
were all blowing out their first few op-
ponents, UNC’s biggest wins over the 
first few weeks of  the season were a 
pair of  16-point victories over College 
of  Charleston and James Madison.

The wheels finally fell off the day 
after Thanksgiving, as UNC lost its 
first game of  the season to Iowa State. 
The next day, the Tar Heels lost to 
Alabama in four overtimes. And this 
past week, the Tar Heels lost two more 
games to Indiana and Virginia Tech, 
falling to 5-4 overall and 0-1 in ACC 
play. UNC is no longer ranked, and 
the Tar Heels are the fastest team to 
go from No. 1 to unranked to start a 
season since UCLA did so way back in 
1965-66.

The fall is ludicrous for a UNC team 
that returns four of  its five starters 
from last season’s NCAA Tournament 
team. The Tar Heels had a pair of  
Wooden Award candidates in senior 
Armando Bacot and junior Caleb 
Love, but neither have been able to do 
enough to dig North Carolina out of  
this early hole.

UNC has struggled mightily on the 
offensive end, something that has to 
be attributed to head coach Hubert 
Davis. In their loss to Virgina Tech on 
Saturday, the Tar Heels had just six 
assists on 24 made baskets. For the 
season, the team is averaging just 10.8 

Northwood swimming opens season 
with solid showing

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

The Northwood swimming and 
diving teams kicked off their 2022-23 
season Monday night with a tri-meet 
against Eastern Alamance and Orange 
High in Hillsborough. The Chargers 
defeated Eastern Alamance by a score 
of  152-111, but fell to Orange, 209-97.

Northwood is coming off a 2021-22 
season that saw them finish third in 

the 3A girls swimming state champi-
onships. Unfortunately for the Char-
gers, they kicked off their new season 
Monday without two of  their top girls 
swimmers — sophomore Abby Emrich 
and junior Maya Sipper — who skipped 
the meet in preparation of  a big event 
for their club team this weekend. 
Emrich was one of  the top Northwood 
swimmers last season as a freshman, 
finishing third in the 200-yard individ-
ual medley and fifth at the 100-yard 

butterfly at last year’s state meet.
Without Emrich in the pool, her older 

sister, Lauren Emrich, led the way for 
Northwood on Monday. The senior 
won the 200-yard individual medley in 
a time 2:33.41 and dominated the 100-
yard breaststroke, winning in a time 
of  1:15.56, 15 seconds faster than the 
next-closest swimmer.

The other Northwood girl who 

See SEAFORTH, page B2

JEREMY 
VERNON
Sports Editor

See UNC, page B2See SWIM, page B2

See STEVENSON, page B2

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Seaforth junior Jarin Stevenson leads all county boys 
players with 24.7 points, 10.0 rebounds and 3.5 blocks 
per game so far this season.
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SCORES AND SCHEDULES
SCORES

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Girls basketball
Chatham Charter 59, Research Tri-

angle 18
Trinity 55, Jordan-Matthews 14
Chatham Central 47, South Davidson 

36
Seaforth 61, J.F. Webb 16
Wakefield 44, Northwood 41

Boys basketball
Chatham Charter 63, Research Tri-

angle 21
Trinity 66, Jordan-Matthews 52
Chatham Central 60, South Davidson 

57
Seaforth 80, J.F. Webb 66
Northwood 72, Wakefield 53

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30

Wrestling
Seaforth 71, Graham 0

Girls basketball
Vance Charter 70, Woods Charter 27

Boys basketball
Vance Charter 73, Woods Charter 23

THURSDAY DECEMBER 1

Girls basketball
Northwood 67, Apex 39

Boys basketball
Southwestern Randolph 50, Cha-

tham Central 48
Northwood 79, Apex 45

Seaforth 65, Southern Lee 48

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2

Girls basketball
Western Guilford 69, Jordan-Mat-

thews 24
Franklin Academy 39, Woods Char-

ter 24

Boys basketball
Western Guilford 56, Jordan-Mat-

thews 45
Chatham Central 67, Ocracoke 28
Franklin Academy 70, Woods Char-

ter 22

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3

Boys basketball
Chatham Charter 62, Northwest 

Guilford 43 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5

Swimming
Northwood defeats Eastern Ala-

mance and loses to Orange High

SCHEDULES

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6

Indoor track
Northwood at Eastern Alamance 

Polar Bear (6 p.m.)

Girls basketball
Northwood vs. C.E. Jordan (6 p.m.)
Chatham Central at Eastern Ran-

dolph (6 p.m.)
Chatham Charter vs. Uwharrie 

Charter (6 p.m.)

Woods Charter vs. Cornerstone 
Charter (6 p.m.)

Boys basketball
Northwood vs. C.E. Jordan (7:30 

p.m.)
Chatham Central at Eastern Ran-

dolph (7:30 p.m.)
Chatham Charter vs. Uwharrie 

Charter (7:30 p.m.)
Woods Charter vs. Cornerstone 

Charter (7:30 p.m.)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7

Wrestling
Northwood, Chatham Charter vs. 

Person High at Northwood (6 p.m.)
Jordan-Matthews, Chatham Central 

at Seaforth (6 p.m.)

Swimming
Seaforth vs. Jordan-Matthews at 

Asheboro YMCA (6 p.m.)

Girls basketball
Jordan-Matthews vs. Lee County (6 

p.m.)

Boys basketball
Jordan-Matthews vs. Lee County 

(7:30 p.m.)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8

Wrestling
Chatham Central at Cummings (6 

p.m.)

Girls basketball
Seaforth vs. Western Alamance (6 

p.m.)

Jordan-Matthews vs. Southern Lee 
(6 p.m)

Boys basketball
Seaforth vs. Western Alamance (7:30 

p.m.)
Jordan-Matthews vs. Southern Lee 

(7:30 p.m.)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9

Girls basketball
Chatham Charter at Franklin Acad-

emy (6 p.m.)
Woods Charter at North Moore (6 

p.m.)

Boys basketball
Chatham Charter at Franklin Acade-

my (7:30 p.m.)
Woods Charter at North Moore (7:30 

p.m.)
Northwood vs. Cannon Academy 

(neutral site, 7:30 p.m.)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10

Wrestling
Northwood, Seaforth at Nick Sgroi 

Invitational in Kernersville (10 a.m.)
Chatham Central at Big A Tourna-

ment in Booneville (10 a.m.)

Girls basketball
Chatham Central at Ocracoke (12 

p.m.)

Boys basketball
Seaforth vs. Corvian Community in 

Charlotte (2:45 p.m.)
Northwood vs. Carmel Christian in 

Greensboro (7:30 p.m.)

Photo provided by Clarence McClain

GOLD MEDAL GOLFER
Chatham Central alumni and Bennett resident Antonio McClain, 27, won 
a gold medal at the N.C. Special Olympics competition in November. 
McClain currently attends Central Carolina Community College. When 
not playing golf, McClain enjoys following UNC athletics and professional 
golfer Tiger Woods.

more.”
Chatham Charter’s top player 

this season — as it has been for 
the past several seasons — is 
senior Tamaya Walden. Through 
five games, the 5-foot-7 guard 
averaged a county-high 22.4 points 
and 6.6 assists per game. Walden 
is the only active girls player in 
Chatham County with over 1,000 
career points (1,251).

“She’s our glue stick,” Patterson 
said of  Walden. “We have con-
versations where I let her know, 
‘The team follows you. How you 
practice, that’s how the rest of  the 
team is going to practice. How you 
play, that’s how the team’s going 

to play. You’re the leader of  this 
team.’”

Chatham Central, meanwhile, 
was 3-1 heading into its Tuesday 
road game at Eastern Randolph. 
The Bears averaged 46 points per 
game in their first four contests 
this season, which have included 
two wins over South Davidson and 
a 56-9 beatdown of  Ocracoke last 
Friday.

Central is in its seventh season 
under head coach Lynda Burke. 
Last season, the Bears went 14-14 
overall but finished second in the 
Mid-Carolina 1A/2A Conference 
with a 9-2 league record, with 
their only two conference losses 
coming to Seaforth. The Bears 
started last season 0-4 before 
rallying to finish at .500 and 
reach the third round of  the state 

playoffs.
Elsewhere in the county, North-

wood picked up its first win of  the 
season last Thursday, 67-39, over 
Apex. The Chargers — who are 
the defending 3A state champions 
— were 1-3 overall heading into 
their Tuesday game against C.E. 
Jordan.

Also boasting a 1-3 record enter-
ing the week was Woods Charter, 
which faced Cornerstone Charter 
on Wednesday. The Wolves are 
coming off a 2021-22 season that 
saw them go 12-7 overall and reach 
the second round of  the playoffs 
before falling to Bertie. 

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon can 
be reached at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @jbo_ver-
non.  

for the season, which would be 47 more 
than he had as a freshman in 2021-22.

Harvey is also averaging 11.2 points 
and 3.9 rebounds per game, and his 2.4 
assist-to-turnover ratio is also the best 
mark in the county this season. He’s a 
big reason Chatham Charter entered 
Tuesday’s game against Uwharrie 
Charter at 9-0 on the season. The sopho-
more is one of  three Chatham Charter 
players averaging at least 10 points per 
game, along with his older brother, 

senior Adam Harvey (15.7), and sopho-
more Brennen Oldham (11.4)

The Knights are the reigning 1A east 
regional champions. Last season, Cha-
tham Charter amassed a 33-2 record and 
made it to the state championship game 
before falling to Hayesville in overtime.

Chatham Central, Jordan-Matthews 
and Woods Charter have not reported 
stats this season. The Bears were 3-1, 
the Jets were 0-3 and the Wolves were 
0-4 entering this week of  play. 

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon can be 
reached at jeremy@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @jbo_vernon.  

SEAFORTH
Continued from page B1

STEVENSON
Continued from page B1

assists per game, which 
ranks them 327th out of  
352 teams nationwide. 
Last season, UNC ranked 
11th in the country with 
an average of  14.9 assists 
per game.

As a team, North 
Carolina is shooting 
45.1% from the field and 
just 29.2% from 3-point 
range. Guards Love 
and R.J. Davis, who 
combined to make 159 
3-pointers last season, 

are currently shooting 
27-of-103 (26.2%) through 
the first four weeks of  
the season.

The Tar Heels also 
normally dominate the 
rebounding categories, 
but that also isn’t happen-
ing this season. Through 
nine games, UNC ranks 
197th in the country with 
10.22 offensive rebounds 
per game.

The only glimmer of  
hope that should be mo-
tivating North Carolina 
at present is the way last 
season unfolded. Last 
year’s UNC team faced 

similar struggles and 
started the year 3-2 before 
rallying to win its next 
five games.

With ACC play already 
underway, the Tar Heels 
will hope they’re able 
to get back in a groove 
before too long. If  not, 
UNC could be in danger 
of  missing the NCAA 
Tournament for the first 
time since 2010. 

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

UNC
Continued from page B1

earned a first-place 
finish Monday was 
senior Bianca Perez, 
who won the 500-yard 
freestyle in a time 
of  5:56.59. The sec-
ond-place finisher in 
the race wrapped up 
over 30 seconds after 
Perez touched the wall 
for the final time.

On the boys side, senior 
Wiley Sikes won two 
events — the 200-yard in-
dividual medley (2:00.92) 

and the 500-yard freestyle 
(5:01.67). His younger 
brother, sophomore Jesse 
Sikes, finished second in 
both the 50-yard free-
style (24.03 seconds) and 
100-yard freestyle (54.32 
seconds).

In the relay races, 
Northwood finished 
second to orange in both 
the boys and girls 400-
yard freestyle and the 
boys and girls 200-yard 
medley.

As things stand, 
Northwood does not 
have another swim meet 
for another month. The 

Chargers are scheduled 
to be back in action Jan. 
5 against Cedar Ridge 
at the Orange County 
Sportsplex in Hillsbor-
ough.

Northwood practices 
as a team at the Ingram 
YMCA in Sanford. There 
are currently no available 
practice areas for the 
team inside the Town of  
Pittsboro.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

SWIM
Continued from page B1

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.
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CLIPBOARD Q&A | CHARLES BYRD

Byrd: Hawks are ‘a lot deeper’ than they were last year 
BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports 

Editor

In its second season as 
a program under head 

coach Charles Byrd, the 
Seaforth girls basketball 
team is off to a 3-0 start 
and looks like one of  the 
best teams in all of  Cha-
tham County.

The Hawks are com-
ing off a 19-8 season in 
2021-22 that saw them win 
the Mid-Carolina 1A/2A 
Conference regular 
season and tournament 

titles before falling in the 
second round of  the state 
playoffs to Whiteville.

Seaforth is led by soph-
omore Gabby White, who 
averaged 17.5 points and 
13.5 rebounds over the 
Hawks’ first two games of  
the season. White also led 
Seaforth in scoring and 
rebounding last season, 
when she averaged 15.6 
points and 10.0 rebounds 
per game.

Ahead of  his team’s 
Thursday game against 
Western Alamance, Byrd 
spoke with the News + 
Record about his team’s 
hot start to the season.

How would you compare 
where your team is current-
ly to where they were at this 
point last season?

CHARLES BYRD: I 
think we’re a lot better 
this year than we were 
at the start the year last 
year. We’re a lot deeper. 
We only had eight girls 
play for us the entire year 
last year. We’re currently 
at 13 girls at this point. 
I think from a numbers 
standpoint, it just makes 
us a lot stronger.

We also have more 
talent coming into the 
year than we did last 
year. We’ve got some re-
ally good freshmen who 
have joined the program. 
We’re expecting them to 
do some really big things 
for us on both sides of  
the floor. Overall, we’re 
looking a lot stronger 
now than we were at the 
same time last year.

You’re in a unique situ-
ation in that you return all 
your players from last sea-
son, and you still don’t have 
a senior on your team this 
winter. How nice is it know-
ing you’re able to build a 
strong foundation with the 
same girls over a period of 
multiple seasons?

It’s a really good 
benefit, mainly because 
the returners have an 
understanding of  what 
the staff expects from a 
culture standpoint. They 
understand how hard 
we need to come into 
work every day, and they 
have an understanding 
of  the system we want to 
run, as well. Especially 
since we’re still really 
young, we have a number 
of  freshmen. We only 
have two juniors on the 
team, so having all those 
returners back is very 

important.

Defensively, your team 
looks locked completely 
locked in, only allowing 80 
total points through their 
first three games. How 
much of an emphasis do 
you put on that side of the 
court?

I am a coach who 
believes defense wins 
championships. That is 
really, really big in our 
practices. Defense and 
rebounding is something 
we really stress every 
day. It’s a major empha-
sis at each practice. Last 
year, we had some good 
stretches, but I don’t feel 
like we really found a 
rhythm on the defensive 
end. I think we’re going 
to be a lot better in that 
area this season.

Sophomore Gabby 
White is leading your team 
in scoring for the second 
straight season. How big 
of an impact does she have 
on your success as a team? 
What’s the next step she 
needs to take to improve 
her game?

Gabby has done a great 
job maturing. The thing 
that sticks out to me most 
is her leadership. She has 
been really emerging as a 
leader. She’s very vocal. 
She’s encouraging her 
teammates. She’s push-
ing them in practices 
and making sure they’re 
going hard every day. 
That leadership has been 
something that’s been 
very important to us to 
start this year, especially 
with us still being such a 
young, young team.

She has this mentali-
ty to work, work, work 
all the time. Working 
is important, but I feel 
like she would benefit 
from taking a step back 
and embracing the high 
school experience and 

what she’s going through, 
currently. You only get to 
experience this one time, 
so I believe the biggest 
thing for her is just really 
embracing the whole 
experience she’s going 
through.

You mentioned you have 
several talented freshmen 
who have come in. Who are 
some names you’d like to 
highlight as players who 
should make a big impact 
the rest of the way?

Katie Leonard. She 
plays the 1 and the 2 for 
us. She’s really strong 
and a really solid shoot-
er. She plays hard on 
both ends. Also, Jocelyn 
Gesner. She’s been a huge 
addition for us, especial-
ly because sophomore 
forward Syndey Ballard 
is out the first half  of  the 
year this year. Jocelyn 
has really stepped into 
that role at the 5 (cen-
ter) spot and has played 
really well for us to start 
the year. She’s our tallest 
player right now at 6-foot-
2, and she’s been very 
important for us in what 
we like to do defensively 
and on the glass.

Last year, your team 
went 19-8 overall, won the 
conference and made it to 
the second round of the 
state playoffs. How do you 
feel like that experience 
will help your team as it 
heads down the stretch this 
season?

I feel like the girls are 
highly motivated to work 
really hard, not only to 
repeat what we did last 
year, but to give ourselves 
an opportunity to go 
deeper in the playoffs 
this year and maybe even 
win 20-plus games. We 
have some big goals, and 
I think last year is just 
motivation for them to 
get better this year.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Seaforth girls basketball head coach Charles Byrd 
is 22-8 in his first 30 games leading the Hawks.
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Here’s what goes into planning  
Siler City’s annual Christmas parade

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Bells will 
be ringing and smiles will be 
radiant on Thursday evening 
when the Chatham Chamber 
of  Commerce hosts its annual 
Christmas parade in downtown 
Siler City.

Hundreds of  residents will 
line N. Chatham Avenue to see 
various festive floats, marching 
bands, entertainers and more 
in an event that — according 
to Chamber of  Commerce 
President Cindy Poindexter — 
requires months of  planning.

“Sometimes, even as early as 
July, we get phone calls about 
the parade,” Poindexter said. 
“We usually try to pick a theme 
around two to three months 
before.”

Once the theme is selected, 
Poindexter said the Chamber 
reaches out to past participants 
to see if  they’re interested in 
returning to the parade, as 
well as begin promoting the 
event. This year’s theme is 
“Christmas: Past, Present and 

Future,” and the floats in Siler 
City’s parade will fit in to that 
theme in some form or fashion. 

After the theme is selected, 
Poindexter said the Chamber 
begins putting in requests 
to close necessary roadways 
either through N.C.’s Dept. of  
Transportation or with the 
town. This year’s parade will 
only be going down N. Cha-
tham Ave., which is maintained 
by Siler City, so there wasn’t a 
need to go to NCDOT.

With all of  the logistics 
planned and set in stone, Poin-
dexter said that’s when she 
and Chamber staff can begin 
planning what will be in the 
parade, including one special 
guest: Santa Claus.

“Michael Rogers with United 
Country and Rogers Auction-
eers every year graciously 
brings Santa out,” she said. 
“He’s purchased a train that 
big enough for kids to ride in 
and he’ll have them dressed up 
as elves.”

In the last weeks leading 
up to the parade, Siler City 
businesses, churches, elected 

officials and other interest par-
ties submit several forms to the 
Chamber to be able to partici-
pate in the annual parade. 

“[The parade] is very popu-
lar with the faith community 
… there’s local businesses that 
go through the parade, we have 
several Chamber members 
that will be riding through the 
parade, and there are some 
individuals who just want to 
drive their cars through the 
parade,” Poindexter said. 

Poindexter said some sub-
missions come in just days 
before the parade.

“We’ll be tied up with entries 
coming in and out of  the 
Chamber and making sure that 
all their paperwork is complete 
… getting the band lined up 
… and then also coordinating 
a little bit with the Siler City 
Merchants Association just to 
see if  they’re going to do a tree 
lighting,” Poindexter said. 

This year’s festivities will 
include a Christmas tree light-
ing ceremony at 6:30 p.m., just 
before the parade begins at 7 
p.m. The tree will be located in 

the courtyard on N. Chatham 
Ave., the same street where 
the parade will take place 30 
minutes later. 

“The band [Live Out] will 
play and then stop long 
enough for the Siler City Mer-
chants Association and the 
mayor light the tree,” Poindex-
ter said. 

Poindexter said the Siler City 
Parade is unique because it 
takes place at night, which she 
said provides a special visual 
appeal for parade goers. 

“The lights are twinkling 
and pretty, the kids are going 
through town and telling ev-
eryone Merry Christmas — it’s 
just a real small town, warm 
and cozy,” Poindexter said. 
“Everybody’s smiling, every-
body’s happy and just enjoying 
the night.”

She said the parade is one of  
her favorite Chamber-hosted 
events every year. The reason? 
It serves as an opportunity to 
serve the community she loves. 

“It gives community mem-
bers to an opportunity to pay 
a very minimal entry fee and 

go through and advertise their 
business,” she said. “I enjoy 
doing it because I feel like it’s a 
way to for us to give back to the 
community.”

Santa Claus will be available 
after the parade for pictures, 
and live music will be played 
before and after the parade. 

Poindexter encourages 
community members to come 
to the parade on Thursday eve-
ning and experience what she 
believes to be one of  the most 
special events in the Chatham 
community. 

“There’s been a lot of  cra-
ziness in the world lately, and 
it’s a way to get away from all 
that,” she said. “A lot of  people 
have a lot of  things going on, 
people are busy at work and 
this is a way to get away from 
all of  that for an hour or two.”

Pittsboro’s parade is set for 3 
p.m. Sunday. Goldston’s Christ-
mas parade was held Saturday.

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Heeden-
Taylor.

FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS

From parades to holiday performances, 
here’s Chatham’s holiday events lineup

BY MAYDHA 
DEVARAJAN

News + Record Staff

With Christmas fast 
approaching, Chatham 
County residents have a 
plethora of  activities in 
the area to choose from to 
get into the holiday spirit 
and reap all that the 
season’s festivities have 
to offer.

From parades to 
performances, we’ve 
compiled this list of  
events across the county 
to mark the upcoming 
holidays. Here’s what you 
need to know:

Thursday, Dec. 8
• Check out Siler City’s 

Christmas Parade, pre-
sented by the Chatham 
Chamber of  Com-

merce and sponsored 
by Mountaire Farms, 
starting at 7 p.m. The 
parade, themed “Christ-
mas: Past, Present, and 
Future”, will travel south 
down Chatham Avenue 
from 4th Street and N. 
Chatham at Chandler 
Concrete. The event will 
feature a performance by 
the “Live Out” Band and 
visits with Santa, as well 

as float prizes. For more 
information or to submit 
a parade entry, contact 
the Chatham Chamber of  
Commerce at info@ccucc.
net or maryb@ccucc.net. 

Friday, Dec. 9
• Chatham Parks and 

Recreation is marking 
the holidays with the 
fourth annual Holiday 
in the Park celebration 

from 5 to 8 p.m. This 
free event at Northwest 
District Park in Siler City 
includes a tree light-
ing ceremony, picture 
opportunities with Santa, 
holiday-themed games 
and crafts, warm drinks 
and candy canes, caroling 
performances, letters 
to Santa and a hayride 
around the pond. The 
tree lighting will kick off 

the event at 5:15 p.m.
• Catch a performance 

of  ”Almost, Maine” by 
JMArts performers at 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School Auditorium in 
Siler City at 7 p.m. on 
Dec. 9 and Dec. 10. The 
production, one of  the 
most-produced full-
length high school plays, 

See EVENTS, page B5
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explores stories of  love 
in the fictional town of  
Almost, Maine. General 
admission tickets are $3 
per person or $5 for two 
people and tickets will be 
available for purchase at 
the door.

Saturday, Dec. 10
• Sign your kids up for 

a Kids Holiday Craft Work-
shop hosted by the Farm 
at Piper Hill in Silk Hope 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a 
day of  reconnecting with 
nature and participating 
in arts and crafts. Kids 

will also get a chance to 
feed and play with ani-
mals, go on a hayride and 
snack on warm cocoa and 
cookies by the bonfire. 
There will be a staged 
area by the barn to grab a 
family picture. A waiver 
must be signed for each 
family, and the farm asks 
that children bring a 
packed lunch. The work-
shop is limited to those 
ages 8-12, and costs $75 
per participant. The rain 
date for the event is Dec. 
11. Visit farmatpiperhill.
wufoo.com/forms/mnvy-
7fl1etcq5l to register.

• Visit the Chatham Mills 
Farmers’ Market on Dec. 10 
and Dec. 17 from 10 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. in Pittsboro for 
Holidays at the Market. The 
special Saturday event 
will feature handmade 
crafts and local vendors, 
like holiday wreaths from 
Blue Flame Originals 
& Gifts and resin and 
copper jewelry from Leaf  
& Wing Jewelry. Check 
out chathammillsfarm-
ersmarket.com/holi-
days-at-the-market/ for 
more details. 

Sunday, Dec. 11
• Pittsboro’s Holiday 

Parade, with marching 
bands, handmade floats, 
dance teams, horse-
drawn wagons and more, 
takes place from 3 to 4 

p.m. The parade will 
move from east to west 
along U.S. Hwy. Business 
64. The theme this year 
will be “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas.”

Monday, Dec. 12
• Celebrate the season’s 

festivities with JMArts’ 
annual Holiday Band Con-
cert at Jordan-Matthews 
High School Auditorium 
in Siler City at 7 p.m. The 
performance is free and 
donations to the West 
Chatham Food Pantry of  
nonperishable food items, 
as well as donations to 
JMarts, are welcomed.

Wednesday, Dec. 14

• Enjoy the annual 
Holiday Choral Concert 
by JMarts students at 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School Auditorium 
in Siler City at 7 p.m. 
There is no cost for 
admission; donations to 
JMarts and donations 
of  nonperishable food 
items to West Chatham 
Food Pantry are wel-
comed

Thursday, Dec. 15
• Shop, dine and see 

downtown Pittsboro lit 
by luminaria from 3 to 7 
p.m. for the Pittsboro by 
Luminaria event. Catch 
performances by strolling 
Victorian carolers. 

Friday, Dec. 16
• From Dec. 16 through 

Dec. 18, the Pittsboro 
Youth Theater Ensemble 
and Chatham Community 
Players are putting on 
performances of ”The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever — 
The Musical.” The produc-
tion, held at the Center 
For The Arts, Pittsboro & 
Sweet Bee Theater, will 
feature a special Christ-
mas story, with singing 
and dancing from the com-
munity adults and kids 
cast. The performance will 
also be the last show held 
in the Sweet Bee Theater 
and is the last show of the 
season. Tickets, between 
$12 and $15, depending 
on the performance day, 
are available online at 
pittsboro-youth-theater.
ticketleap.com/best-christ-
mas-pageant/dates.

Saturday, Dec. 17
• Partake in a Christmas 

Village Around the Loop in 
Haywood at 438 Moncure 
Loop Rd., Moncure. The 
event, from noon to 4 
p.m., includes shopping, 
a holiday sleigh wagon, 
Santa Station and Kids 
Zone, and special food 
vendors, such as Seven 
Springs Winery, Vicious 
Fishes Brewery, Que’s 
Ribs and Brisket, Favors 
Desserts and Stephanie’s 
Philly Steak and Cheese. 
The celebration is free to 
attend but interested in-
dividuals can register at 
eventbrite.com/e/christ-
mas-village-around-the-
loop-in-haywood-tickets-

459983421797?af-
f=ebdssbdestsearch or 
contact Karen Cheek at 
(919)-770-2089 for more 
information.

Do you have a holiday 
event you’d like to add to 
this list? Send it to Maydha 
Devarajan at mdevara-
jan@chathamnr.com.

Reporter Maydha De-
varajan can be reached at 
mdevarajan@chathamnr.
com and on Twitter @
maydhadevarajan.

INTERFAITH HOLIDAY MARKET

Local groups raise $6,000 for renovations  
of Union Taylors Community Center 

BY MAYDHA DEVARAJAN
News + Record Staff

BEAR CREEK — Annie Tay-
lor McCrimmon is no novice 
when it comes to preserving 
local history. 

In 1967, at the age of  18, Mc-
Crimmon worked with senior 
citizens in her community of  
Bear Creek — a small unincor-
porated township in southwest-
ern Chatham — to establish 
the Union Taylors Community 
Center.

The center, located on 530 
Mays Chapel Rd., served fam-
ilies from historically Black 
neighborhoods in the surround-
ing areas, largely from con-
gregations at Taylors Chapel 
Missionary Baptist Church 
and Union Grove A.M.E. Zion 
Church. Many of its members, 
like McCrimmon, have roots in 
town that stretch generations. 

The Union Taylors Commu-
nity Center opened in a period 
rife with change amid the civil 
rights movement of  the 1960s 
and desegregation efforts, a 
time when McCrimmon re-
called elders in her community 
wanting to provide a space for 
individuals to draw together 
and to have a “better standard 
of  living.”

“What was important to them 
was everybody being treated 
with respect, because they lived 
and worked in a community 
where their voices weren’t al-
ways heard,” she said. “So they 
created that for this communi-
ty, they set that standard.”

But in recent years, the cen-
ter has fallen into disrepair, in 
need of  significant renovations 
to remain functional. 

Now, half  a century after 
the center’s establishment, 
board members from Union 
Taylors Community Center like 
McCrimmon, along with the 
support of  local organizations, 
say it’s imperative to restore the 
community hub to its former 
glory and to ensure future 
generations experience the 
same legacy of  fellowship and 

connection. 

‘Time for unity’
On Saturday, One United 

Chatham, a coalition of  several 
faith groups, and Community 
Organizing for Racial Equity 
(CORE), a local nonprofit, 
partnered with leadership from 
the community center to host 
an Interfaith Holiday Thrift 
Market to support the center’s 
revitalization efforts. The thrift 
market, held at Taylors Chapel 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
aimed to raise $8,000 for the 
purchase and installation of  a 
new HVAC system at the com-
munity center.  

From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., around 
40 people picked their way 
through rows of  tables lined 
with donated items, from baby 
clothes and jewelry to kitchen 
appliances and other household 
ware. Despite a steady barrage 
of  rain throughout most of  the 
morning, spirits remained high 
inside the church, as cheery 
Christmas music and warm 
scents of  chili carried through 
the halls. 

By the close of  Saturday’s 
event, organizers raised around 
$3,000 towards the purchase of  
the HVAC. According to Steph-
anie Terry, CORE’s community 
organizing director, an anony-
mous donor matched the funds 
Monday to raise the total to 
more than $6,000.

Several faith groups across 
the county contributed items to 
the event through One United 
Chatham, with donations being 
collected from Oct. 29 through 
Nov. 30. 

One United Chatham grew 
out of  an interfaith conference 
hosted in 2021 by the Baha’is of  
Chatham County in conjunc-
tion with CORE. 

Supporting the revitaliza-
tion of  the community center 
through the thrift market 
marks the first project that One 
United Chatham has worked 
on, CORE Executive Director 
Karinda Roebuck said. 

“The idea for us more so is 

building community, and when 
we’re building community to 
try to change systems in our 
organization, our community, 
we have to understand that 
we’re in the South, in the rural 
South,” Roebuck said. “And the 
church is a huge gateway into 
community.”

Reaching across these var-
ious channels of  connection 
offers an opportunity to engage 
with individuals and build com-
munity around other critical 
issues in the county, Roebuck 
said, referencing efforts to keep 
Chatham Hospital’s Maternity 
Care Center open. 

Faith groups involved in the 
coalition include Chapel in the 
Pines, Pittsboro Presbyterian, 
The Local Church, St. Bar-
tholomew’s Episcopal Church, 
Pittsboro United Methodist 
Church, Union Grove A.M.E. 
Zion Church, the Baha’is of  
Chatham County and Taylors 
Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church.

Terry also spoke to the signif-
icance of  the interfaith element 
of  Saturday’s thrift market.

“In a time of all this disunity, 
it’s time for unity,” she said. 
“And there’s nothing better 
that people that believe in one 
God, and care about human 
beings, come together and show 

love to one another.”  
Terry said planning for the 

event took around two months, 
and the groups hope to host 
another thrift market next year 
in support of  renovation efforts 
when they’ll have more time to 
advertise the event. 

‘A hub for the 
neighborhood folks’

The Union Taylors Commu-
nity Center began operations 
in 1969, and construction costs 
were funded in part by a $1,500 
grant from the federal govern-
ment to support community 
centers in rural areas, McCrim-
mon said. Much of the interior 
of  the building has remained 
the same since its establish-
ment. 

Around five years ago, bath-
room repairs led to the center’s 
temporary closing. In that 
time, the roof has since been 
replaced, but as the building sat 
vacant, gatherings have been 
forced to move to households or 
nearby churches. 

Jesse Ellerby, the president 
of  the center, told the News + 
Record that other necessary 
renovations included installing 
insulation in the attic, putting 
in a new deep fryer, refrigerator 
and cabinets in the kitchen, 

replacing sewage lines and 
finishing bathroom repairs.  

Ellerby estimates the total 
cost of  renovations to be $45,000 
to $50,000, and said he’s hoping 
the center will be able to reopen 
in time for Easter. 

“Everything I’m doing, I’m 
doing it to last another 50 
years,” Ellerby said. “I’m not 
shortcutting anything.”

For McCrimmon, who serves 
on the community center’s 
board, she sees the renovations 
to the center not only fulfilling 
a need to get a crucial gathering 
space up and running again, 
but also serving as a way to 
re-engage younger members of  
the community. 

“I think that’s part of  the ur-
gency of  us getting our building 
restored,” she said. “Our chil-
dren are graduating from high 
school and going on to colleges, 
and not seeing a need to come 
home.”

McCrimmon’s daughter, 
Cicily, 49, who stopped by 
Saturday’s event, recalled going 
to the center as a child for its 
afterschool program — some-
thing that board members hope 
to offer again once the building 
is open. 

The current revitalization 
efforts are critical, Cicily said, 
particularly in a time of discon-
nection with a lack of  a central-
ized space and limited ability to 
gather in-person over the last 
few years of  the pandemic. 

“[The center has] always been 
like a hub for the neighborhood 
folks, the children and the older 
folks to come and get informa-
tion, to come and get learning, 
to celebrate,” she said. “So it’s 
been around a long time.”

Though Annie Taylor 
McCrimmon lives in Sanford 
now, she still comes to Bear 
Creek to worship and gather 
with her loved ones. It’s a place 
that holds great significance 
for her — McCrimmon’s own 
great-great-grandparents 
helped to settle the nearby 
church and community more 
than 140 years ago.

EVENTS
Continued from page B4
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Members of Community Organizing for Racial Equity 
(CORE) and Union Taylors Community Center helped 
to direct individuals at the fundraiser at Taylors Chapel 
Missionary Baptist Church. Pictured here left to right: 
Stephanie Terry, Michelle Wright, Karinda Roebuck and 
Samantha Goldston.



From Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office

On Nov. 21, Giovanny Palma 
Perez, 20, of  117 North Adams 
Street, Durham, was arrested 
by Deputy Conner Bussey for 
true bill of  indictment. He was 
issued a $50,000 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear 
in Durham County Superior 
Court on Nov. 28.

On Nov. 21, Tyler Morgan 
Winstead, 25, of  284 Fayette-
ville Road, Goldston, was 
arrested by Deputy Conner 
Bussey for failures to appear 
regarding a release order 
and probation violation out 
of  county. He was issued a 
written promise to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court on Dec. 7.

On Nov. 22, Brendan James 
Rice, 42, of  1577 Moores Chapel 
Cemetery Road, Graham, was 
arrested by Staff Sargeant 
Chris Burger on a fugitive war-
rant. He was issued no bond 
and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court Nov. 30.

On Nov. 23, Missy Jo Riddle, 
46, of  2400 Bowers Store Road, 
Siler City, was arrested by Dep-
uty Reid Kirkman for robbery 
with a dangerous weapon and 
false imprisonment. She was 
issued a $10,000 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court on Jan. 30.

On Nov. 24, Elijah Kavon 
Taqua Gannaway, 28, of  504 
Hillsborough Road Apt. 3, 
Carrboro, was arrested by 
Deputy Andrew Gray for 
simple assault. He was issued 
a written promise to appear 

in Chatham County District 
court on Jan. 10. Elijah Kavon 
Taqua Gannaway was also 
arrested by Deputy Andrew 
Gray for failure to appear. He 
was issued a $500 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear in 
Orange County District Court 
on Dec. 12.

On Nov. 24, Hailey Kendall 
Emerson, 23, of  244 Legacy 
Falls Drive S, Chapel Hill, was 
arrested by Deputy Vincent 
Iorio for intoxicated and 
disruptive and resisting a 
public officer. She was issued 
a written promise to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court on Dec. 14.

On Nov. 24, Christopher 
Sean Evans, 34, of  1306 Fairfax 
Street, Siler City, was arrest-
ed by Deputy Rami Amer for 
pre-trial release violations. She 
was issued a $10,000 secured 
bond and is scheduled to 
appear in Chatham County 
Superior Court on Dec. 12.

On Nov. 25, Charmonte 
Reginald Worthy, 25, of  655 
East 5th Street, Siler City, was 
arrested by Deputy Rami Amer 
for failure to appear. He was 
issued a $25,000 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County Superior 
Court on Dec. 12.

Charmonte Reginald Worthy 
was also arrested by Deputy 
Rami Amer for multiple fail-
ures to appear. He was issued 
two $500 secured bonds and 
a written promise to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court on Dec. 14 and Dec. 19.

On Nov. 26, Fredric Lee 
Harris, 47, of  319 East 2nd 
Street, Siler City, was arrested 
by Deputy Chris Scales for 

second degree trespassing. He 
was issued a written promise 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on Dec. 14.

On Nov. 26, Taylor Victoria 
Paige, 27, of  1602 Duet Drive, 
Siler City, was arrested by 
Deputy Matthew Mitchell for 
felony assault on individual 
with disability and injury to 
personal property. She was 
issued a written promise to 
appear in Chatham County 
District Court on Jan. 30.

On Nov. 26, Christine Laura 
Hall, 48, of  6464 Bonlee Ben-
nett Road, Bear Creek, was 
arrested by Deputy Rami Amer 
for failure to appear related 
to felony breaking and enter-
ing. She was issued a $10,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
Superior Court on Dec. 12.

On Nov. 27, Peter John Mein, 
62, of  2400 Bowers Store Road, 
Siler City, was arrested by 
Deputy Brooke Roberts for rob-
bery with a dangerous weapon, 
financial card theft, obtaining 
property by false pretenses, 
identity theft, felony conspir-
acy and misdemeanor larce-
ny. He was issued a $15,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on Jan. 30.

On Nov. 27, Juan Carlos 
Beiza-Rebollar, 30, of  44 Lillie 
Lane, Siler City, was arrested 
by Deputy Brooke Roberts 
for robbery with a dangerous 
weapon and false imprison-
ment. He was issued a $10,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on Jan. 30.

On Nov. 28, Travis Ty’rell 
Lynch, 24, of  209 B Twin Oaks 

Drive, Hampstead, was arrested 
by Deputy Tyler Welch for fail-
ure to appear. He was issued a 
$100 secured bond and is sched-
uled to appear in New Hanover 
District Court on Jan. 6.

On Nov. 29, Tommy Shain 
Guthrie, 46, of  1124 Van Thomas 
Road, Pittsboro, was arrested by 
Deputy Conner Lee for failure 
to appear. He was issued a $500 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Surry County Dis-
trict Court on Dec. 13.

On Nov. 30, Ieesha Nichole 
Alston, 31, of  902 Driftwood 
Drive, Siler City, was arrested 
by Deputy Reggie Griffin for 
other offenses and driving 
left of  center. She was issued 
a $2,000 secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Lee 
County District Court on Jan. 9.

On Dec. 2, Carlos Junior 
Mendoza, 25, of  2389 Bear 
Creek Church Road, Bear 
Creek, was arrested by Deputy 
Joseph Scott for failure to ap-
pear. He was issued a $100,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
Superior Court on Dec. 15. 
Carlos Junior Mendoza was 
also arrested by Deputy Joseph 
Scott for failure to appear. He 
was issued a $10,000 secured 
bond and is scheduled to 
appear in Chatham County 
District Court on Dec. 14.

On Dec. 3, Codie Nicole 
Johnson, 27, of  7721 Lanes Mill 
Road, Bennett, was arrested by 
Deputy Alberto Estrada for re-
sisting public officer and injury 
to personal property. She was 
issued a $500 secured bond and 
is scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court on 
Dec. 13.

On Dec. 3, John Monroy-Pu-
lido, 31, of  23 Glendale Drive, 
Pittsboro, was arrested by 
Deputy Reid Allshouse for 
assault on a female. He was is-
sued no bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on Dec. 14.

On December 4, Teddy Leon 
Martin, 34, of  181 Alex Watson 
Road, Pittsboro, was arrested 
by Deputy Rami Amer for rob-
bery with a dangerous weapon, 
financial card theft, identity 
theft, felony conspiracy, and 
misdemeanor larceny. He was 
issued a $25,000 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court on December 14.

On Dec. 4, Tiffany Leigh 
Kearns, 31, of  181 Alex Watson 
Road, Siler City, was arrested 
by Cpl. Michael Cox for rob-
bery with a dangerous weapon, 
identity theft, financial card 
theft, felony conspiracy, com-
municating threats, and lar-
ceny. She was issued a $25,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on January 30.

On Dec. 5, Codie Nicole 
Johnson, 27, of  1012 Bacon 
Street, Durham, was arrested 
by Deputy Rami Amer for mis-
demeanor probation violation. 
She was issued a $5,000 secured 
bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear in Wake County District 
Court on Dec. 29.

On Dec. 5, Charles Raymond 
Hart Jr., 54, of  8238 Pittsboro 
Goldston Road, Goldston, was 
arrested by Cpl. Brandal Har-
rington for Domestic Violence 
Protection Order violation. He 
was issued a Chatham County 
District Court on Dec. 14.
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Chatham County Public Health Department earns  
re-accreditation with honors

CN+R Staff Report

PITTSBORO — The 
Chatham County Public 
Health Department has 
been awarded re-accred-
itation with honors from 
the N.C. Local Health 
Department Accred-
itation program. The 
recognition signifies that 
the department excelled 
in its recent accredita-
tion assessment along 
with meeting a legisla-
tively-mandated set of  
performance standards.

North Carolina is 
the first state in the 
country to mandate ac-
creditation for its local 
health departments, 
and the Chatham 
County Public Health 
Department has been 
accredited since 2004. 
Re-accreditation nor-
mally takes place every 
four years but was ex-
tended to six due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The CCPHD received 
accreditation with hon-
ors, meaning that the 
department met nearly 
all of  the 150 activities 
evaluated in the re-ac-
creditation process. The 
process of  accreditation 
includes three major 
components — a self-as-
sessment completed by 
the agency, a site visit 
by a multidisciplinary 
team of  peers to review 
performance standards, 
and determination of  
accreditation status 
by an independent 
Accreditation Board 
comprised of  state and 
local public health of-
ficials, board of  health 
members, county com-
missioners, and public 
members.

“Achieving reaccred-
itation with honors, de-
spite the unique demands 
of  the past few years, is a 
testament to the incredi-
ble work of  our team and 
support from the board 
of  health,” said Mike 
Zelek, Chatham County 
Public Health Director. “I 
am grateful to our staff 
for delivering high-qual-
ity services day in and 
day out to make Chatham 
County a healthier and 
more equitable place.

The CCPHD was re-ac-
credited this year along 

with 11 other depart-
ments across the state 
and held its place as one 
of  the 84 accredited pub-
lic health departments in 
North Carolina.

“All of  the agencies 
recently achieving reac-
creditation have much to 
be proud of,” said Amy 
Bellflower Thomas, N.C. 
Local Health Depart-
ment Accreditation 
Administrator. “They 
have not only demon-
strated their ability to 
meet a set of  important 
performance standards 
but excelled in many 
areas. Through reaccred-
itation, these agencies 

demonstrate a strong 
commitment to contin-
uously work to improve 
the quality of  services 
provided to their respec-
tive communities.”

The N.C. Local Health 
Department Accredita-
tion program is a col-
laboration of  the North 
Carolina Institute for 
Public Health (part of  
the Gillings School of  
Global Public Health at 
the University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill) 
and the North Carolina 
Association of  Local 
Health Directors.

To learn more about 
the Chatham County 
Public Health Depart-
ment, visit www.cha-
thamcountync.gov/publi-
chealth or www.facebook.
com/chathamhealth. To 
learn more about the NC 
Local Health Department 
Accreditation program 
and process, visit https://
nclhdaccreditation.unc.
edu/.

Your Prescription
Your Responsibility

Supported by the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services, with 
funding from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Opioid STR/Cures (Grant #1H79 TI080257) and SPF-RX (Grant #1U79 SP022087).

BE AWARE. DON’T SHARE.

lockyourmeds.org/nc

For more information contact 

Terri Fowler 336-413-4237  
tfowler@insightnc.org

Derrick Vickers 336-287-2411  
dvickers@insightnc.org

SP1431

Each year, Central Electric sponsors 
two rising high school juniors or 
seniors on the trip of a lifetime to 
Washington, D.C in connection with 
the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour. 
While in D.C., you’ll join 1,800 other 
students from across the country to 
meet members of Congress and learn 
more about American history and 
electric cooperatives.

The 2023 trip is June 17-23 and the 
deadline for all applications is Jan. 23. 
Visit CEMCPower.com to apply or to find out more information on 
this incredible opportunity. Central Electric is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

128 Wilson Rd
SANFORD,  NC CEMCPower.com

9 1 9 - 7 7 4 - 4 9 0 0
8 0 0 - 4 4 6 - 7 7 5 2— —

Students, get your applications in for the 
2023 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour!
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Siler City approves water meter replacement contract
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Commission-
ers on Monday unanimously 
approved a contract to replace 
old residential water meters 
with new, state-of-the-art 
meters with satellite reading 
capabilities. 

Town Manager Hank Raper 
said 4,200 meters would be 
purchased and installed across 
town, with some remaining for 
future development. 

“This will be a substantially 
improved service for both town 

hall staff and also our resi-
dents,” Raper said. “Town hall 
staff would have more accurate 
information as well as resi-
dents will be up to date with 
real-time readings.”

Many water meters through-
out Siler City are older and 
have been in need of  replace-
ment, according to Raper. That 
became more evident after an 
audit of  the water billing de-
partment revealed town water 
customers were being over-
charged for water use because 
of  older meters miscommuni-
cating with the town’s billing 

software.
Raper said the replacement 

of  the meters should help alle-
viate issues the audit revealed. 

“I believe this would correct 
it,” he told the board. “I don’t 
want to say definitively because 
I can’t speak for the financial 
side of  errors, I would hope 
they’d be compatible — my un-
derstanding is that they are.”

The project would cost the 
town $2,983,600, but over half  
of  the cost would be covered 
with American Rescue Plan 
(ARPA) funds. The remaining 
cost would be paid over the 

span of  10 years via a payment 
plan. 

Raper said as new subdivi-
sions are proposed and ap-
proved, a part of  the develop-
ers’ fees will go toward paying 
for the installation of  the 
satellite meters.

“They would have to pay, as 
part of  the development, the 
cost of  these meters,” he said. 
“That cost will not be passed 
on to the other residents of  the 
town or the town; it will be on 
developers.”

Raper said replacing the 
meters is an essential step the 

town needed to take to ensure 
it was prepared for growth, as 
well as up to date with technol-
ogies other municipalities use. 

“This is the future,” he said. 
“This is what communities 
are trying to go to, so this will 
quickly become a new expec-
tation for customers who only 
have this type of  technology 
when it comes to reading their 
utility bills.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com and on Twitter at @Heed-
enTaylor.

Delaney, Kenlan, Gomez Flores: 
Commissioners sworn in

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — In 
front of  friends and 
family, Chatham’s two 
new commissioners were 
sworn into office at the 
Historic Courthouse in 
Pittsboro on Monday.

David Delaney (Dist. 3) 
and Katie Kenlan (Dist. 
4) — along with Franklin 
Gomez Flores (Dist. 5), 
who was re-elected — 
were sworn in by District 
Court Judge Sherri 
Murrell. 

The three Democratic 
commissioners were 
each elected by 56% of  
the vote in November’s 
general election. The 
margin of  victory was 
reflective of  the partisan 
split across the county 
but also shows what 
candidates described as 
the Chatham Democratic 
Party’s effective cam-
paign strategy.

After being sworn 
in, the candidates each 
thanked their supporters 
and vowed to work with 
all Chatham residents to 
continue progress in the 
county.

 “It’s an honor to 
serve,” Kenlan said. 
“There were a lot of  
people that made this 
possible.”

“It has been a great 
experience to reach out 
and connect with so 
many people across our 
county,” Delaney said. 
“Every commissioner 
works for every resident 
so no matter who we con-
nected with most, we are 
here for everybody.” 

The board’s newcom-
ers said they looked 
forward to learning from 
the expertise of  the three 
veterans on the board. 

The incumbent Gomez 
Flores said he was 
looking forward to his 
first full four-year term 
in office. Gomez Flores 
previously served two 
years on the board after 
he earlier won a special 
election over Andy Wilk-
ie in 2020 after the seat 
was vacated by Walter 

Petty.
In welcoming the 

candidates to the board, 
Chairperson Karen 
Howard said she was 
excited by the youth 
brought to the board by 
the new commissioners. 
Delaney and Kenlan are 
both younger than the 
outgoing Diana Hales 
and Robert Logan.

“Having worked with 
very mature boards, I 
think this board is going 
to be very interesting 
and push us in new 
directions,” Howard said. 
“I’m looking forward 
to their input and their 
energy.”

Following the swear-
ing-in ceremony, How-
ard was unanimously 
re-elected as the chair-
person and Mike Dasher 
(Dist. 2) was chosen as 
vice chair. 

Other business
• A resolution was 

adopted naming Dec. 
17 “Bushel & A Peck 
Day” in honor of  Ken-
zie Scoggins. Scoggins, 
5, died of  a rare brain 

tumor called Childhood 
Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine 
Glioma (DIPG). “Bushel 
& A Peck” by Doris Day 
was Scoggins’ favorite 
song. Her parents said 
they used to sing it to 
her in the hospital when 
things would get diffi-
cult. Commissioners and 
attendees sang a verse of  
the song in her memory 
after passing the resolu-
tion Monday.

Her parents told com-
missioners Kenzie was 
“a fighter” and her fight 
to raise awareness for 
DIPG continues. Follow-
ing her death, her brain 
was donated to Stanford 
University for research.    

• The Tree Protection 
Working Group, led by 
Elaine Chiosso, shared 
recommendations with 
commissioners for how 
to preserve forests and 
green space. The group 
hopes the recommenda-
tions will be utilized in 
the upcoming Unified 
Development Ordinance.

Chiosso shared that 
the county saw 66% 
population growth from 

2001-2022 in population 
which led to a loss of  
87,722 acres of  forest 
land, equivalent to a 
27% decrease in tree 
cover since 2000, and 
14.9 metric tons of  CO2 
emissions. She said 
exponential growth is ex-
pected to continue in the 
county, so there needs to 
be protections in place 
for trees. Those rec-
ommendations include 
hiring a county arborist, 
placing minimum tree 
canopy rules based on 
zoning and protections 
for “grand trees.”

The next Chatham 
Commissioners meeting 
is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
on Monday, Dec. 19, at 
the Chatham County 
Agriculture & Confer-
ence Center. For more 
information visit www.
chathamcountync.
gov/government/
board-of-commissioners. 

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brap-
paport@chathamnr.com 
or on Twitter @b_rappa-
port. 

Photo courtesy of Chatham County Government

The new Chatham Board of Commissioners were sworn in by District Court 
Judge Sherri Murrell on Monday at the Historic Courthouse in Pittsboro. 

Photo courtesy of Chatham County Government

Franklin Gomez Flores (Dist. 5) was sworn in for 
his first full term on the board of commissioners. 
He was reelected in Nov. with 56% of the vote.  

Photo courtesy of Chatham County Government

Katie Kenlan (Dist. 4) was sworn in to office as 
commissioner alongside her family on Monday 
night at the Historic Courthouse in Pittsboro.  

Photo courtesy of Chatham County Government

David Delaney (Dist. 3) poses with his family and 
District Court Judge Sherri Murrell after being 
sworn in as county commissioner on Monday at 
the Historic Courthouse in Pittsboro.

CORA Food Pantry receives 
GSK 2022 IMPACT award

CN+R Staff Report

Biopharma company GSK has award-
ed $50,000 each to 10 Triangle nonprofit 
organizations through the company’s 
2022 IMPACT Awards to help the non-
profits continue doing work to improve 
health in their communities. 

CORA Food Pantry in Pittsboro was 
one of  the award winners.

The Chatham-based organization is 
dedicated to helping community mem-
bers who struggle with food insecurity. 
CORA has different programs, like 
ReFUEL and SNACK!, to help all people 
residening in the area, from the elderly 
to children, according to their website. 

“CORA is honored to be among those 
chosen as a GSK IMPACT Award recipi-
ent,” CORA Executive Director Melissa 
Driver Beard said. “This award will en-
able us to continue to provide healthy 
food for our neighbors facing hunger 
and food insecurity. We look forward to 
continuing to serve Chatham County.”

CORA has served nearly 10,000 
individuals 1.1 million meals to families 

facing food and nutrition insecurity in 
the last year. GSK’s vitural ceremony 
celebrating these 10 Triangle and other 
10 Philadelphia organizations took 
place on Nov. 16.

“We’re pleased to provide funding to 
nonprofit organizations that connect 
underserved communities with access to 
critical services like community safety, 
education, employment, affordable hous-
ing, family/social support, nutrition and 
activity programs,” Maya Martinez-Da-
vis, president of U.S. Pharmaceuticals at 
GSK said. “At GSK, we aim to improve 
health equity in the communities where 
we live and work through programs like 
the IMPACT awards.”

The other nine Triangle organizations 
to receive this award were Community 
Empowerment Fund; Durham Commu-
nity Land Trustees; Rebuilding Together 
of  the Triangle; StepUp Ministry; Stu-
dent U; SwingPals; The Center for Vol-
unteer Caregiving; The LGBTQ Center 
of  Durham; and White Oak Foundation.

Through this award, CORA will contin-
ue to provide meals to the community.
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Soldiers deploy from Siler City’s armory
BY SGT. 1ST CLASS 
ROBERT JORDAN
N.C. National Guard

SILER CITY — The 
N.C. National Guard held 
a deployment ceremony 
for nearly two dozen 
soldiers of  the 112th 
Financial Management 
Support Detachment of  
the 113th Sustainment 
Brigade on Sunday at the 
NCNG armory in Siler 
City. 

The soldiers will 
deploy for Operation 
Inherent Resolve in 2023, 
which continues to work 
by, with and through 
regional partners to 
militarily defeat the 
Islamic State of  Iraq and 
Syria, or ISIS, in order to 
enable whole-of-coalition 
governmental actions to 
increase regional stabil-
ity.

“I am nervous, I am 
proud of  him,” said Beth 
Pattman, girlfriend of  
Spc. Nathan Pope, a 

soldier assigned to the 
detachment.

The crowd of  friends, 
family, community lead-
ers, and fellow soldiers 
cheered as those being 
deployed marched into 
the armory at the begin-
ning of  the ceremony. 

“You (the soldiers) 
excelled in training, you 
have done an amazing 
job,” said Capt. Corey 
Richardson, commander 
of  the detachment.

Senior NCNG leaders 
praised the unit for all 
the training and drills 
they accomplished before 
deploying. 

“Thank you — I have 
great pride and honor in 
how you have prepared,” 
said Col. Zaire McRae, 
commander of  the 113th.

Each of  the deploying 
soldiers received Christ-
mas gifts from the unit 
leaders and members of  
the community including 
Creations2Adoor, a local 
business. 

“It is nice to know 
there are so many people 
willing to support us,” 
said Pattman.

The soldiers are 
Financial Management 
Technicians, experts in 

managing resources, 
financial operations, 
auditing and performing 
payments for units to 
purchase services and 
supplies, military pay, 
overseeing commercial 

vendors, accounting, and 
banking operations. 

“I am excited,” said 
Spc. Erin Barrett, a 
soldier assigned to the 
detachment. “I love 
this unit and love these 

people.”
This deployment will 

be the first for about one-
third of  the unit. Most of  
the soldiers are veterans 
of  prior deployments 
with several having mul-
tiple deployments during 
their NCNG career. 

“I have been before, 
but this is my first rodeo 
as a sergeant taking 
care of  people,” said Sgt. 
Jovaun Johnson, a recent 
graduate of  the Univer-
sity of  North Carolina at 
Pembroke and a leader 
with the detachment.

The soldiers will 
continue to train until 
a Christmas break later 
in the month and are 
scheduled to deploy early 
next year. 

Operation Inherent Re-
solve advises, assists, and 
enables partner forces to 
secure the lasting defeat 
of  ISIS and to enable the 
establishment of  endur-
ing security cooperation 
framework.

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Col. Zaire McRae observes as soon-to-deploy soldiers march during a 
deployment ceremony at Siler City’s National Guard Armory.

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Family, friends and supporters of soon-to-deploy soldiers observe during 
Sunday’s deployment ceremony at the National Guard Armory in Siler City.

Education Corps partners with Chatham Schools 
to recruit, train, support high-impact tutors

From Chatham County 
Schools & North Carolina 

Education Corps 

PITTSBORO — Cha-
tham County Schools is 
partnering with North 
Carolina Education 
Corps (NCEC) to accel-
erate learning for young 
readers through high-im-
pact tutoring. Applica-
tions are open for anyone 
interested in pursuing a 
paid part-time opportu-
nity to support elemen-
tary school students as a 
literacy tutor.

Qualified candidates 
may include college 
students, recent gradu-
ates, parents, community 
members, and former ed-

ucators who have flexible 
schedules (weekly time 
commitment: three days 
and a minimum of  10 
to 15 hours in the class-
room) and a desire to 
make a difference in the 
public school system.

Visit www.nceduca-
tioncorps.org/application 
to apply for a tutoring 
position.

In partnership with 
Chatham County 
Schools, NCEC will train 
tutors to provide effec-
tive support for students 
using evidence-based 
practices. Tutors are 
employed directly by the 
school district , with a 
commitment to serve for 

the 2022-23 school year.
Launched in Septem-

ber 2020 as a partner-
ship among the North 
Carolina State Board of  
Education, the Office of  
the Governor, and local 
school systems, NCEC 
was established to help 
extend the reach of  
teachers to fill critical 
learning gaps.

As members of  the 
NCEC, tutors work with 
one to three students at 
a time in kindergarten 
through third-grade 
levels to improve their 
foundational reading 
skills and expand teacher 
capacity. 

“NCEC has a proven 

track record of  elevating 
student performance in 
reading,” said Dr. Aman-
da Moran, Chatham 
County Schools assis-
tant superintendent for 
Academic Services and 
Instructional Support. 
“This partnership will 
help bolster continued 
academic growth for some 
of our youngest students. 
We are excited to see the 
progress of  our students 
as a result of  this high-im-
pact tutoring model.”

Prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, just 36% 
of  North Carolina’s 
4th-graders were read-
ing at grade level. Test 
results from the past 
two years show young 
readers in North Caroli-
na falling further behind, 

due to lost instructional 
time and other stressors. 

This widening gap 
highlights the critical 
opportunity to step up 
and accelerate learning 
for students through 
high-impact tutoring.

“North Carolinians 
are coming together 
to accelerate learning 
recovery in the wake 
of  the pandemic,” said 
NCEC Executive Director 
John-Paul Smith. “They 
are coming together to 
close education oppor-
tunity gaps that have 
been around for far too 
long. We are grateful for 
the perseverance and 
spirit of  hardworking, 
service-minded people 
across the state, and we 
invite North Carolina res-

idents to step up to give 
teachers and students 
the critical help they 
deserve.”

In addition to the N.C. 
Dept. of  Public Instruc-
tion, NCEC is also sup-
ported by public-private 
partners, including the 
C.D. Spangler Founda-
tion, Mebane Foundation, 
Goodnight Educational 
Foundation, SECU Foun-
dation, and the North 
Carolina General Assem-
bly, and North Carolina 
governor’s office

For more information 
about North Carolina 
Education Corps or to 
apply for a high-dosage 
tutoring position in a 
school district near you, 
visit http://nceducation-
corps.org.

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

National Guardsmen soldiers who’ll deploy in 2023 pose after a ceremony 
at the armory in Siler City.
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DECEMBER 8 - 14, 2022   |   Chatham News + Record   |   B9

 www.templeshows.org (919)774-4155

TEMPLE       THEATRE

December 1 - 18, 2022December 1 - 18, 2022

TICKETSTICKETS  

AVAILABLE NOW!
AVAILABLE NOW!

Storms?  Accidents?  Fire!

CALL US AT 
919-918-0368Wanderlust

IS AHEAD

You have done amazing things. You’ve packed 
your stuff in a backpack and trekked across 
Europe. You’ve volunteered for the Peace 
Corps and slept in a tent. You have lived in an 
800 square foot apartment in the city. 
Your adventure doesn’t end at retirement.

SO WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?

VISIT GALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

SCAN HERE to take our 
“Rightsize your life” 

assessment.

Medical Direction Provided By
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CALL NC TRA VEL
919-742-2839 or  Email Amy: apugh@northcarolinatravel.net

105 N. Chatham Ave, Siler City, NC

Need Christmas Gifts for Your Loved Ones?
Not sure what to get?

Think of the Gift of Travel... 
Let NORTH CAROLINA TRAVEL plan 

their Dream Vacation!!

Sh

op
 Loc

al This Season!Sh

op Local This Season!

www.newhorizonstrading.com

Women's Shoes, Gifts 
& Apparel
52 Hillsboro St. Pittsboro
(919) 542-7366

Provisions for Work, Travel
& Outdoor Adventure
674 West St. Pittsboro

(919) 542-5487



CN+R ENTERTAINMENT
DECEMBER 8 - 14, 2022   |   Chatham News + Record   |   B11

Big J and his chocolate chess pie
Con-

trary to 
the be-
lief  of  
many, 
“nice” 
and 
“kind” 
are not 
syn-
onyms.

Nice 
is 

self-centered. People 
are nice to please others 
and to make others like 
them. Or, nice is to keep 
the peace, not to hurt 
feelings, or to prevent 
others from becoming 
angry.

Nice goes along to get 
along, but often under-
neath there is resent-
ment.

Ah, but kind …
Kind is others-cen-

tered. Kind acts in the 
best interests of  others 
out of  love, empathy, 
and compassion.

Kind is not afraid. 
Kind can say no, be-
cause kind is also kind 
to oneself.

“Big J” is one of  my 
co-workers. On the 
surface, we are very 
different, but under-
neath, we have much in 
common.

Big J is from Phila-
delphia. My mother was 
raised in New Jersey, 
in an area very near 
Philly. Consequently, 
we made frequent visits 
up north, and I was 
raised with many of  the 
same foods and tradi-
tions as Big J.  

Big J and I both share 
a love of  all things prep-
py. We discovered this 
one day when I wore a 
shirt dress and he wore 

a button-down Oxford 
cloth shirt of  the exact 
purple and white stripe. 
We also share a love of  
the shoe of  the unrepen-
tant prepster: Sperry. 
We are planning a visit 
to the Sperry outlet in 
Mebane to indulge in our 
mutual devotion to nau-
tical inspired footwear.

We joke that Big J is 
my “brother from an-
other mother” and I am 
his “sister from another 
mister.” And in a direct 
line to my heart, he 
calls me “Deb” which 

is what my big broth-
er Homer has always 
called me.

Big J is also one of  the 
kindest people I have 
ever met. His brown 
eyes shine with a benev-
olence toward all that is 
a lovely thing to behold.

Although I suspect 
I am at least a decade 
older than him, I would 
like to be like Big J 
when I grow up.

My friend made three 
gorgeous chocolate chess 
pies for Thanksgiving 
dinner. Those kind, 

brown eyes twinkled 
when he confessed 
sneaking down in the 
middle of  the night to 
appease his mighty sweet 
tooth for one more slice.

Big J got his recipe 
from the website South-
ernbite.com and he used 
a frozen piecrust.

In a pseudo-sibling act 
of  cooperation, I have 
included my own home-
made pie crust recipe 
for you, Gentle Reader.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@

bullcity.mom.

Debbie’s liquor-infused pie crust
1 cup butter (2 sticks), cubed and 

chilled
2 ½ cups + ½ tablespoon cake flour
1 teaspoon salt

3 tablespoons very cold vodka 
(Vodka is tasteless in the cooked 
crust)

5-8 tablespoons ice water
Put the butter, flour, and salt in the food processor, and pulse lightly just 

until the mixture resembles wet sand. Add vodka, then water, 1 tablespoon 
at a time, pulsing briefly after each spoonful. Keep adding liquid until the 
dough just begins to gather into larger clumps. Pour dough onto flat sur-
face and lightly knead just until it comes together.

Divide dough in half and transfer into resealable plastic bags and pat into 
disks. Let rest in refrigerator for 30 minutes. Or freeze half of the dough for 
later.

Before baking, chill formed dough for 30-60 minutes.
 

Chocolate Chess Pie

Prep Time: 15 minutes
Cook Time: 45 minutes
Total Time: 1 hour
Servings: 8
Author Stacey Little | Southern Bite

4 tablespoons cocoa powder
1& ½ cups sugar
3 tablespoons corn starch

2 large eggs, beaten
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, 

melted
1 (5-ounce) can evaporated milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 (9-inch) unbaked pie crust* 

(homemade or store-bought is 
fine)

Whipped cream, if desired
Preheat the oven to 350°F. In a large bowl, whisk together the cocoa 

powder, sugar, and corn starch. Add in the beaten eggs, melted butter, milk, 
and vanilla. Stir well to combine. 

Pour the mixture into the unbaked pie shell being cautious not to over-
fill. Bake for 45 to 55 minutes or until a crust has formed completely across 
the top of the pie and is mostly set. There will still be some jiggle to the pie. 
Allow to cool completely before slicing and serving. This will allow it to set 
even more. Serve with a dollop of whipped cream, if desired.  

Note: If  you find the pie too liquidy after cooling, simply place it in the fridge for a 
few hours and it will set right up. 

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Big J’s chocolate chess pies.

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

We are cooperative, social-minded,
curious, inclusive, searching.

A niche firm with an environmental ethic.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com

919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com
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